
Owyhee County Prosecuting Attorney 
Matthew Faulks admits he has felony 
charges that he has yet to file with the 

district court, but he can’t put a solid 
number on the backlog.

“I’ve got some on my desk,” he said 

Friday.
He said the last felony he took to trial 

was in December, but most other cases he 
handles result in plea deals, including the 
latest involving Homedale residents Adam 
Cook and Stephen Dickson.

Dickson and Cook entered plea 

agreements in district court in early 
February. Originally facing felony 
charges of aggravated battery and robbery 
stemming from a September incident that 
put Homedale resident Douglas Grever in 
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Owyhee County Sheriff Gary Aman bolstered 
the ranks of the Owyhee County Sheriff’s Office 
by three last week.

Bruce Cameron of Oreana, Russ Turner 
of Bruneau and Lynn Bowman of Marsing 
were sworn in as the newest 
members of the agency Feb. 
20 in Murphy.

Cameron will be Aman’s 
right-hand man as chief 
deputy. Cameron has been 
a sheriff’s posse member for 
the past 26 years, including 
most recently a marine 
deputy. He also has served 
as a volunteer emergency 
medical technician with the 
Oreana Quick Response Unit (QRU).

Cameron replaces former chief deputy Dick 
Freund, who retired in January. Freund is now 
the chairman of the Owyhee County Board of 
Commissioners. 

— JWB

Sheriff  Aman 
names new 
chief  deputy  

Former marine deputy 
now second-in-command; 

two deputies sworn in

Freund: Assessor is on the right path
The Owyhee County Assessor’s 

Office seems to be headed in 
the right direction to correct 
assessment-to-market value ratio 
compliance issues, a meeting 

between county and state officials 
revealed last week.

Kathlynn Ireland, a consulting 
appra iser  ass igned  to  the 
county by the Idaho State Tax 

Commission, said that Owyhee 
County commissioners Dick 
Freund and Jerry Hoagland and 

Commission chair 
reports progress 
after tax summit

Bruce Cameron

Homedale student makes fire and steel come alive
Jacob McRae, a senior at Homedale High School and aself-taught artist, creates 

life from scraps of metal and the blue flame of a blowtorch. See story, Page 13A  

Steel dreams
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We’ll Make Doing 
Your Taxes A Lot 

Less Taxing
• Electronic filing
• Tax Planning
• Late returns/prior years
• Year-round service
• IRS representation
• Convenient appointments
• Reasonable rates
• Computerized accounting
• Fax service

Mikeal D. Parker, CPA
19 E. Wyoming, Homedale

337-3271
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

X

BOWEN  PARKER  DAY
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BOISE - NAMPA - HOMEDALE

FURNITURE & APPLIANCE of CALDWELL
307 South Kimball, Caldwell 459-0816

Lane Recliners
Starting at
$29900

Time to retire 
your old recliner?

A New Shipment has just arrived of

Commissioners 
set meetings  
in Washington

The first Owyhee County Board 
of Commissioners meeting for 
March has been canceled so 
the commissioners can attend 
meetings on the Owyhee Initiative 
in Washington, D.C.

Monday’s commissioners 
meeting in the county courthouse in 
Murphy won’t be rescheduled.

Commiss ion  cha i r  Dick 
Freund said that he and his 
colleagues will meet with Sen. 
Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and his 
staff as the Owyhee Initiative 
Implementation Act nears another 
run in the Senate.

The commissioners next meet 
on the morning of March 12 in 
Murphy.

Marsing City 
Council alters 
March meeting

The Marsing City Council’s 
monthly meeting for March has 
been rescheduled, according to 
city clerk Janice Bicandi.

The  meet ing ,  or ig ina l ly 
scheduled for 7 p.m. on March 
14, has been moved to 7 p.m. on 
March 13, a Tuesday. The meeting 
still will be held at Marsing City 
Hall on Main Street.

No specific reason for the 
change was given.

Although no action was taken 
Thursday, it seems the Homedale 
City Council has decided to 
continue down the path of 
obtaining federal funds for the 
city’s sewer and water projects.

Eight days after voting to explore 
the feasibility of using the Idaho 
Bond Bank to fund upgrades, 
council members heard from 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development Agency 
representative Dave Flesher.

After Flesher’s presentation, 
Homedale Mayor Paul Fink 
rationalized looking into the 
state-banked funding. But later, 
he conceded that federal funding 
seemed the best option.

“If we want to put the most 
(resources) back in the ground, 
the way to go is with USDA,” 
Fink said. “The reason I looked at 
(the bond bank) is just to get this 
thing going.”

Although Fink and the council 
seemed content to complete 
the process with the federal 
government, no vote authorizing 
Fink to sign the loan was taken.

Fink said after the meeting 
that no action was taken because 
Flesher had said that there was 
no rush to get the papers signed. 
Flesher said it would take about a 
week for the money to be released 
once the papers were signed and 
the final conditions met. 

The state Department of 
Environmental Quality still has to 

sign off on the engineering report 
for the project before work can 
proceed. Thursday, city engineer 
Fred Ostler expressed concern 
that the fact that he moved from 
Sunset Engineering to PEC 
Engineers in the middle of the 
design phase and that the plans 
do not bear an engineering seal 
could be met with skepticism by 
DEQ personnel. 

“I didn’t stamp the report, and 
DEQ could see it as unofficial,” 
Ostler said.

Flesher wasn’t as worried about 
the situation because, he said, 
DEQ already has approved the 
plans for the sewer project.

At  the  same t ime,  F ink 
conceded that the slow progress 
has created a favorable situation 
for the city because construction 
costs have dropped, meaning that 
Homedale could get more out of 
its multimillion-dollar bond.

Flesher said the interest rate 

that the city will be charged for 
its bond also has dropped to 4 1/8 
percent, down from 4 3/8 percent 
if Homedale had finalized the deal 
in December, and that will save 
the city more money.

The rate could go down even 
further if the interest rate falls 
before the end of construction 
when the bonds are purchased.

“If it goes up, you get to keep 
that 4 1/8. If it goes down, you 
get the lower rate,” Flesher told 
the council.

Flesher did say that the USDA 
RDA could require an early pay-
off of the bond .

“We are a lender of last resort, 
so if at some point the city gets 
well-off enough financially, we 
could ask you at some point to 
graduate or pay us off,” he said.

Fink also announced at last 
week’s meeting that a preliminary 
comparison has revealed that the 
Idaho Bond Bank option actually 
would cost the city $250,000 more 
than the federal funds.

Flesher added later in the 
meeting that the Idaho Bond 
Bank option also would cost 
more because Homedale would 
have to pay interest on the full 

$4.4 million from the beginning 
of the loan. With the federal plan, 
Flesher said, Homedale would 
receive the money for the sewer 
project first. No interest would 
be charged on the money for the 
water project until those funds 
were released when the city was 
ready to start that work, he said.

Flesher began his presentation 
by saying city leaders apparently 
misunderstood the terms of the 
letter of conditions he had presented 
at a meeting in December.

Saying that there were too many 
restrictions tied to the federal 
money, the council on Feb. 14 
voted to look into the state-backed 
funds from the Idaho Bond Bank. 
But Flesher said Thursday that 
the perceived restrictions, such 
as limited or no development for 
the life of the bond if a flood plain 
was declared in the area where 
the sewer or water improvements 
would be made, did not exist.

“There were no mitigation 
measures with this project,” 
Flesher said. “The only time that 
we impose a mitigation measure 
restricting connections in the flood 
plain is if our project is either going 
to directly or indirectly encourage 
development of a flood plain.”

Flesher said there are no flood 
plain concerns in either the water 
or sewer work, although the lift 
station that will be built near the 
Snake River could have been a 
concern if the engineering designs 
hadn’t made provisions for the 
structure’s proximity to the water.

— JPB

Council creeps toward decision on bond 
Leaders return to original plan of  financing water, sewer projects through feds

‘If we want to put the 
most (resources) back in the 
ground, the way to go is with 
USDA. The reason I looked 
at (the bond bank) is just to 
get this thing going.’ 

— Paul Fink
Homedale mayor

–– Sparse turnout for public 
hearing on P&Z changes,  

page 15A
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896-4162Help is Just Around the Corner

Now Stocks

Quality True Value Paints in 
5 Gallon Buckets!

MARSING             HARDWARE 

Available in both interior and exterior 
paints & primers, barn and fence paints!

DITCH PUMPS - WELL PUMPS
 PUMP SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS
A KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS SATELLITE DEALER

NEW SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION & SUPPLIES

WATER HEATERS
SALES, REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT

Your water is our business

Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat 8:00am-4:00pm

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, 12 mo c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. 
Valid only at participating locations. ©2007 Curves International 

Bring a bag of non-perishable food items between 
March 1st and March 10th to your local Curves 
and join with no service fee. All groceries will be 
donated to local food banks.

curves.com
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The new Txoko Ona Basque 
Center on South Main Street in 
Homedale is getting ready for its 
first big event.

The Txoko Ona club’s seventh 
annual Basque dance will be held 
there at 6 p.m. March 10.

According to Txoko Ona 
president John Lejardi, center 
has been in use on a limited basis 
since September, but this dance 
will be the first time the center 
will be used for a large-scale, 
public event. 

The Caldwell Basque Dancers, 
under the direction of Gloria Lejardi, 
will perform at the event. The 
dance group has changed its name 
to the Herribatza Dantzariak, which 

means a “collection of towns.” 
The name is designed to reflect the 
makeup of the dance group. The 
dancers practice every Monday 
at the Txoko Ona Basque Center, 
accompanied by accordionist Jake 
Murgoitio, a student at Albertson 
College of Idaho in Caldwell. This 
is Lejardi’s 27th year as a Basque 
dance instructor. 

Cost to attend the dance is $5 
per person. A live DJ will provide 
music. The event also will feature 
a raffle for a 12-gauge over-under 
shotgun and a 42-inch plasma 
screen television. Tickets for the 
raffle are $10 each. 

A silent auction is planned for 
a wide variety of items. Proceeds 

from the auction will be used 
for further improvements to the 
center. 

Chorizos, wine, beer and soft 
drinks will be available.

For more information, contact 
John Lejardi at 337-3840 or 
dance chairman Ben Badiola at 
337-4619.

While the annual Basque 
dance is not new, according 
to Stan Zatica, who sits on the 
board of directors for Txoko Ona 
(pronounced cho-ko oh-na), this 
is the first time it will be held at 
the new Txoko Ona facility at 333 
Main Street in Homedale. 

“It (Basque dance) was always 
held at the (Homedale) Armory,” 
Zatica said.

Zatica expects the event to 
flow beyond the actual building’s 
capacity, so he and other organizers 
of the event are ready with tents to 
house portions of the festivities. 

“We will use the existing 
building, and then we have some 
tents that we will put outside the 
building, that will connect to 
the patio area, that will be used 
in conjunction the dance and 
celebration,” he said. “Eventually, 
we would like to have a bigger 
hall, in order to have the dance.”

Zatica said the amount of 
volunteer work that has gone into 
the new 7,600 square foot facility 
during the past year is not easy 
to pin down. Also, the cultural 
value to the Basque community 
is greater than any number of 
man-hours expended. Txoko 
Ona has owned the property for 
approximately two years, most 
of which has been filled with vast 

amounts of work from dozens of 
volunteers.

“I don’t know how you put a 
figure on it. We’ve had a lot of 
donated help,” Zatica said. “All 
of the work is done primarily 
by members who have donated 
their time and material. It’s been 
a project.”

According to a press release 
from Txoko Ona, club members 
define their organization as a 
“social organization to preserve, 
promote and enhance the Basque 
culture, language and history and 
to maintain and promote cultural, 
social and economic ties with 
the Basque Country, its people, 
history, language and culture.”

— JWB

Txoko Ona center opens doors for dance

New building hosts first major function

Work continues on Homedale Basque center
John Badiola works outside the Txoko Ona Basque Center on Main Street in Homedale. The 7,600-

square-foot facility will host its first major public event March 10 with the annual Basque Dance. 

Volunteers prepare Basque Center
Stan Zatica (center) works outside the Txoko Ona Basque Center 

last Saturday afternoon in Homedale. Zatica, Mark Asumendi (left) and 
Danny Uranga (right) were among a small army of volunteers working 
to ready the center for the Annual Basque Dance, which will be held 
for the first time at the Txoko Ona center on March 10.



Page 4A

Annual Subscription Rates:
Owyhee County............................................................  $31.80
Canyon, Ada, Malheur counties ....................................  37.10
Elsewhere.......................................................................  40.00

(Price includes sales tax where applicable)

P.O. BOX 97 • HOMEDALE, ID 83628
PHONE 208 / 337-4681  •  FAX 208 / 337-4867

E-mail owyheeavalanche@cableone.net
U.S.P.S. NO. 416-340

Copyright 2007–– ISSN #8750-6823

 JOE E. AMAN, publisher
JON P. BROWN, managing editor
E-mail: jbrowneditor@cableone.net

JIM BEAUMONT, reporter
E-mail: jwbeaumont@cableone.net

JENNIFER STUTHEIT, office
 ROBERT AMAN, composition 

Published each week in Homedale, Idaho by Owyhee Avalanche, Inc. Entered 
as Periodical, paid at the Post Office at Homedale, ID under the Act of March 3, 
1879. POSTMASTER: send address changes to THE OWYHEE AVALANCHE, 
P.O. 97, Homedale, ID 83628.

Monday noon the 
week of publication

Friday noon the week prior 
to publication

Classifieds

Legal notices

Display advertising
Friday noon the week prior 

to publication

Deadlines

Inserts
Friday noon the week prior to 

publication

Letters to the editor
Friday noon the week prior to publication 

(Limit 300 words, signed, with day phone number.)

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

HERRIBAZA DANTZARIAK   -   OINKARI BASQUE DANCERS

Homedale Chamber of Com-
merce president Gavin Parker an-
nounced last week that the head 
of the Nampa Chamber will be 
the guest speaker at the 
next luncheon.

Georgia Bowman-
Gunstream, president 
and CEO of the Nampa 
Chamber of Commerce, 
will appear at the Home-
dale Chamber’s month-
ly meeting, set for noon 
March 8 at the Owyhee 
Lanes Restaurant.

“All local business 
owners are encouraged 
to attend,” Parker said.

Bowman-Gunstream, 
who has been leader of the Nam-

pa Chamber since the summer of 
1996, was honored along with 24 
other women from the Treasure 
Valley on Thursday night dur-

ing the Idaho Business 
Review’s Women of the 
Year awards celebration 
in Boise.

Bowman-Gunstream’s 
appearance is another 
step in the Homedale 
Chamber’s renewed ef-
fort to bolster attendance 
and participation in its or-
ganization.

For more information, 
call Parker or Cham-
ber vice-president and 
treasurer Brad Dines at 

Bowen-Parker-Day at 337-3271.

Nampa Chamber boss 
to address Homedale 
counterparts at lunch

Georgia  
Bowman
Gunstream

Corrections
The responsibilities of Owyhee 

County Assessor Brett Endicott 
as outlined by Idaho State Tax 
Commission consulting appraiser 
Kathlynn Ireland were incorrectly 
reported in a Feb. 28 article. 
The assessor is responsible for 

“maintaining uniform and equitable 
assessed values for all property” in 
the county, according to Ireland.

Also, the table displaying ratio 
studies that accompanied the 
Feb. 28 article reflected the 2005 
tax year.

Read all about it
in the Avalanche!

Shopping spree prize leads to mad minute
Gloria Connor of Homedale, right, gets assistance from Paul’s Market employee Nate Patnode during 

her 2-minute shopping spree Saturday at the Paul’s in Homedale. Connor was able to load approximately 
$250 worth of Western Family grocery items during the furious 120 seconds.
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the intensive care unit at Saint 
Alphonsus Regional Medical 
Center in Boise, Dickson and 
Cook saw the robbery charges 
dropped in exchange for guilty 
pleas to aggravated battery.

Cook is scheduled to be 
sentenced on March 9, while 
Dickson faces sentencing April 
13.

Faulks has recommended a 
sentencing package that could 
see the pair out of jail after just 
six months. 

“That’s always a question,” 
Faulks said when asked if the 
recommendat ion  could  be 
construed as lenient.

While  he refused to get 
into specifics of the situation 
involving Cook and Dickson, 
Faulks mapped out the general 
philosophy he applies when 
considering plea agreements or 
sentence recommendations.

“Usually when I’m looking 
at any sort of a plea agreement 
on felony cases and any sort of 
recommendation, I try to take into 
account what I believe may be the 
likely sentence given the charges 
and the facts of the case.”

He pointed out that the final 
decision is up to the sentencing 
judge based on the evidence of 
the case, the criminal history of 
the defendants, if any, and the 
outcome of a pre-sentencing 
report.

A plea deal that amends charges 
is not unusual for Faulks’ office.

“There are various reasons 
to make charging decisions and 
plea arrangements,” Faulks said. 
“We bring our charges, hopefully 
in good faith, based on probable 
cause on the evidence.”

In a sample of 20 felony cases 
cleared by Faulks in the past eight 
months, nearly half were amended 
to misdemeanors.

Faulks said that he last took a 
felony case to trial in December. 
As far as total felony trials during 
his time in Owyhee County, he 
said there have been “not a great 
number since I’ve been in office 
here.”

Faulks was elected to the 
prosecuting attorney’s position 
in 2004. He’s up for election in 
2008.

“Trials are an interesting beast,” 
he said. “We put on a trial in front 
of a jury, and it is a very dynamic 
event. We have evidence put on. 
We have testimony. We hope we 
can rely on our witnesses to put 
on the evidence that we think that 
they have.

“We hope that we would get the 
result we believe we should have 
with a jury, but ultimately a jury 
decides that with the trial.”

Faulks said a plea agreement, 
in many cases, does the job of 
the trial without eating up the 
county’s resources. He added that 

there is an emphasis on resolving 
cases without trials to save those 
resources.

“By getting a (defendant to 
enter a) plea to a charge, that 
is generally going to give the 
court the room to get the kind of 
sentence we think we’re going 
to get out of the conduct that is 
involved,” he said. 

“By getting a plea to those kind 
of charges, we’ve achieved a great 
deal of what we want to achieve 
out of the case.”

According to disposition 
papers obtained from the Third 
Judicial District Court, the most 
recent amendments to charges 
performed by Faulks came when 
husband and wife Rocky and 
Kimberly Nix pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor petit theft on Jan. 
30. They were facing felony grand 
theft charges.

District Judge Gregory M. Culet 
sentenced Rocky Nix to 180 days 
in jail, but Nix received credit for 
eight days served and had the rest 
of the term suspended. He was 
placed on two years probation 
and ordered to serve 50 hours of 
community service.

Kimberly Nix appeared before 
District Judge James C. Morfitt 
and received two years probation. 
She had the balance of a 180-day 
jail term suspended after receiving 
credit for nine days served in 
Owyhee County Jail.

Other felony cases in which 
Faulks amended the charges to 
misdemeanors included:

• An attempt to flee or elude 
police charge against Caldwell 
resident Bruce Allen Ingham, who 
was stopped for driving under the 
influence by an Idaho State Police 
trooper in August.

Ingham pleaded to the lesser 
eluding charge and misdemeanor 
DUI on Sept. 18 and was sentenced 
by District Judge Thomas J. Ryan 
to one year of probation for the 
DUI and six months in jail for the 
eluding charge. All but 20 days of 
his jail term was suspended.

• David Alan Barkell of Givens 
Hot Springs had his driver’s 
license suspended for six months, 
served 30 days in jail, was ordered 
into a treatment program and 
given 18 months probation after 
pleading guilty to a misdemeanor 
DUI. He was originally charged 
with felony DUI.

• Trey Carson, an 18-year-old 
from Boise, entered a guilty plea 
to misdemeanor unlawful entry 
after facing a felony burglary 
charge. He was placed on six 
months probation and ordered to 
attend a treatment program.

• The other four amendments 
involved juveniles with felonies 
ranging from grand theft to 
malicious injury to property to 
burglary.

In the same amount of time, 

Faulks has overseen prosecution 
on four felony cases that weren’t 
amended, including:

• Parker Simon Lopez of 
Nogales, Ark., who was placed 
on five years probation after 
being convicted on a grand theft 
charge.

• Homedale resident Bryan 
McRoberts was convicted of 
felony possession of a controlled 
subs tance .  No sen tenc ing 
information was available.

• Payette’s Chad Bond received 
five years probation after pleading 
guilty to a charge of burglary.

• Douglas Olsen of Caldwell was 
convicted of felony attempting to 
flee a police officer. No sentencing 
information was available.

The balance of the 20 cases 
sampled included two cases 
dismissed by the judge and three 
cases — including a felony count 
of lewd conduct with a child under 
16 — in which Faulks dropped 
the charges.

In most cases, though, a 
conviction was achieved, and 
Faulks said justice is the bottom 
line.

“Gaining certainty is something 
that sure helps the system,” he 
said. “It’s putting us in motion 
to have the matter resolved, to 
hold the defendant accountable 
and allow the judge to provide 
sentencing.”

— JPB

county assessor Brett Endicott 
met with tax commission officials 
Wednesday.

Ireland said the meeting was 
facilitated by a call from Freund, 
who is county commission chair.

“Dick had a lot of really good 
questions and informed questions 
in what the solution could be,” 
Ireland said. “He has been very 
aggressive and approachable in 
the matter.”

Endicott presented his five-year 
plan to shore up the county’s ratio 
during Wednesday’s meeting.

Twenty percent of a county’s 
property assessments are analyzed 
each year of a five-year span 
to further ensure equitability 
and uniformity throughout the 
county, and Owyhee has just 
started another cycle, Endicott 
said recently. 

Freund said the meeting was 
positive and tax commission 
representatives — including 
deputy state Attorney General Carl 
Olsson — seemed to welcome 
the corrective plan laid out by 
Endicott.

 “Their comment was that it 
sounds like the new five-year plan 
was on the right track of solving 
the problems (the assessor’s 
office has) right now,” Freund 

said Friday.
Ireland said she has been 

analyzing Owyhee County’s 
ratios since early in 2006, and that 
Wednesday’s meeting was the first 
time county commissioners had 
met with the tax commission to 
explore a solution.

Freund said he was simply 
doing his job to look out for the 
county’s citizens.

The assessor’s office has come 
under scrutiny from the tax 
commission because at least the 
past two ratio studies have been 
out of compliance with state 
standards. Ireland has said that 
assessments of the different types 
of properties in any county should 
be between 90 percent and 110 
percent of market value.

The county’s performance in 
meeting that goal was woeful 
for the 2005 tax year, according 
to the state’s review of the ratio 

study submitted by Endicott in 
January 2006.

But Freund said the lack of 
compliance was more a product 
of the history of the county 
assessor’s office than a reflection 
of Endicott’s performance.

“The way the system was 
designed by assessors prior to 
him, it was extremely inefficient 
to change it,” Freund said. “And 
the way his new five-year plan 
is set up, I think it is going to be 
extremely efficient in making 
those changes.”

Freund, who has worked for 
the county for nearly a quarter-
century, said that the assessor’s 
office long ago assumed an 
unofficial philosophy of keeping 
property values down so taxes stay 
low for the county’s residents. He 
stressed that it was an unwritten 
code, and was never officially 
endorsed by the county.

Freund added that the objective 
of those past assessors would be 
achieved legitimately once the 
county’s ratio woes are resolved.

“Once everything is leveled 
out, if the assessment goes up, 
the levy generally drops,” he said, 
adding that lower levies usually 
equate to lower taxes regardless of 
how a property is assessed.

“My assessment went up 32 
percent last year, and my taxes 
actually went down because the 
levy went down.”

Freund said he has faith in 
Endicott’s ability to do his job and 
right the ship.

“I believe Brett’s on the right 
track in getting things turned 
around,” he said.

The District 3 commissioner 
also said new accounting software 
should arrive from the state tax 
commission later this year to help 
in the quest to keep the county in 
compliance.

“New software will be available 
by June to help track trends and 
identify problems before they 
crop up and become issues,” he 
said. “(Endicott) can go in on a 
daily basis, if he wants to, and 
run a report to see what’s going 
on … and it’ll show if there is 
anything that is starting to trend 

the wrong way.”
While the meeting with the tax 

commission was positive, Freund 
did admit that he was troubled by 
Ireland’s comment in the Feb. 21 
edition of The Owyhee Avalanche 
when she asserted that ratio studies 
have shown the possibility that 
newcomers to the county have had 
their property assessed differently 
than established residents.

And Freund said the solution 
would be simple, if such bias was 
proven.

“If the county has employees 
that are treating newcomers 
different than people who have 
been here, (the workers) ought 
to be sent down the road,” he 
said. “We need to be fair to 
everyone.”

— JPB

√ Felonies: Most charges in past 8 months amended to misdemeanors

√ Assessor: Freund says software will help office track county trends

‘I believe Brett’s on the 
right track in getting things 
turned around.’ 

— Dick Freund
Owyhee County commissioners chair

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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School 
menus

Death notices

“Let our family care for your family.”

Ron & Barbara Conner

Call Barbara:  “The Lady Undertaker” & Funeral Director

208-461-7019
2685 Caldwell Blvd. Nampa, Id 83687

Corner of Middleton Rd. & Caldwell Blvd.

Since 1952, Flahiff Funeral Chapels have been dedicated to providing the families of 
Canyon and Owyhee Counties with a caring and professional environment to celebrate the life of a loved one.

Aaron Tines
Morticians Assistant

Proudly serving the Community as:
President, Homedale Chamber of Commerce

Member, Homedale Lions Club

We offer services that are tailored to meet the individual needs of each family.
Traditional & Alternative Services

Canyon and Owyhee Counties’ locally owned Crematory
Pre-Arrangements by Licensed Funeral Directors

Caldwell
624 Cleveland Blvd. - Caldwell, ID 83605

(208) 459-0833

Homedale
27 E. Owyhee Ave. - Homedale, ID 83628

(208) 337-3252

Homedale Elementary
March 1: Chicken nuggets or finger steaks, broccoli, fruit & veggie 

bar, cinnamon roll, milk. 
March 2: Pizza or popcorn chicken, salad, fruit & veggie bar, cookie, 

milk. 
March 5: Hamburger or fish sandwich, potato wedges, fruit & veggie 

bar, cookie, milk. 
March 6: Chicken tenders or fried beef steak, potatoes/gravy, roll, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
March 7: Crispito or toasted cheese sandwich, taco salad, fruit & 

veggie bar, churro, milk. 

Homedale Middle
March 1: Idaho haystack or split top sandwich, churro, fruit & 

veggie bar, milk.
March 2: Chicken tenders or chicken fried beef steak, potatoes/gravy, 

roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk. 
March 5: Hamburger or hot dog, fries, fruit & veggie bar, cookie, 

milk. 
March 6: Chicken or beef nuggets, broccoli, fruit & veggie bar, 

cinnamon roll, milk. 
March 7: Enchilada or chicken & noodles, corn, fruit & veggie bar, 

cherry turnover, milk. 

Homedale High
March 1: Chicken patty or hamburger, potato wedges, fruit & veggie 

bar, cookie, milk. 
March 2: Beef taco or toasted cheese sandwich, soup, corn, fruit & 

veggie bar, milk. 
March 5: Pizza, mini corn dogs, chef’s salad, fruit & veggie bar, 

brownie, milk. 
March 6: Oven fried chicken, wiener wrap, scalloped potatoes, fruit 

& veggie bar, fruit roll-up, milk.
March 7: Enchilada, pizza hot pocket, baked potato, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk. 

Marsing
March 1: Nachos, corn, milk, chicken patty, salad bar 4th-12th, roll.
March 2: Mac & cheese, veggie, fruit, milk, burrito, salad bar 4th-

12th, roll.
March 5: Tostada, veggie, fruit, milk, hamburger, salad bar 4th-12th, 

roll.
March 6: Chicken nuggets, veggie, chocolate pudding, chicken 

fajitas, salad bar 4th-12th, roll.
March 7: Pizza, salad, fruit, milk, sandwiches, salad bar 4th-12th, roll.

Bruneau
March 1: Turkey noodles, veggie, roll/butter, fruited jello, cake, 

milk.
March 2: Cheese pizza, salad, pineapple, milk.
March 5: Hamburger/bun, fries, veggie, fruit, cookie, milk.
March 6: Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, fruit, milk.
March 7: Hamburger gravy, mashed potatoes, peas, roll/butter, fruit 

crisp, milk.

Obituary

James Robert Followill was 
taken into God’s hands on 
Saturday, February 17, 2007. 
Memorial service with Military 
honors rendered was held at 
2:00 PM Saturday, February 24, 
2007 at Flahiff Funeral Chapel, 
Caldwell.

James was born July 1, 1926 
in Lipan, Texas to James Monroe 
and Cressie Followill. He will be 
remembered for the genuine love 
of his family and friends. He had 
a jovial attitude and loved to fish 
and hunt and loved to spend time 
with his grandchildren.

He was a veteran of WWII and 
fought at the Battle of the Bulge. 
He served on the security staff 
for Gen. Eisenhower and later 
joined the Idaho National Guard, 
which was one of his great joys 
of his life. He retired in 1978, 
serving his country for more than 
25 years.

James married Peggy Neel of 
54 years on November 6, 1952. 
They made their home in Marsing, 
Idaho where they raised their four 
children. He was a member of the 

Church of Christ.
He is survived by his wife Peggy 

of Homedale; four children Teri 
Jo (T.J.) Followill of Homedale; 
Jerry Followill of Homedale; 
Garry Followill of Camas, WA; 
Pamela Madole of Yerington, 
NV; nine grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren, a brother J.C. 
Followill of Granberry, TX; and 

a sister Mary Smith of Laguna 
Wood, CA. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, James 
and Cressie Followill, sisters: 
LaRue Jones, LaRee Frazier, and 
a brother G.F. Followill.

In lieu of flowers please make 
donations to the Church of 
Christ, 4012 S 10th, Caldwell, 
ID 83605.

James Robert Followill

JIM D.  DAVIS ,  66 ,  o f 
Homedale died Wednesday, Feb. 
21, 2007, at a local hospital. No 
services. Arrangements were 
through Nampa Funeral Home, 
Yraguen Chapel.

EDNA MAE GRIMES of 
Homedale passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, February 24, 2007 at a 
Homedale care center.  Graveside 
services will be held at 2:00 PM 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 at 
Marsing-Homedale Cemetery.

by Chelsey Lemon,  
chapter reporter

Two members of the Rimrock 
FFA are to receive their State 
Degrees in April. Leigh Martin 
and Jay Long are to receive this 
award. 

Martin and Long are both 
seniors at Rimrock High School 
and have been working toward 
this degree. The members had an 

evaluated test on the FFA history 
and parliamentary procedure. 
Both members did well on this. 

Long is also in the running 
for the Star Farmer Award, but 
won’t find out until April if he has 
received this award. 

The  s ta te  convent ion  i s 
scheduled for April 12-14 in Twin 
Falls. The Rimrock FFA chapter 
will compete in horse judging and 
scrapbook at the convention.

Rimrock FFA news

Members to receive State Degrees
Jay Long, left, and Leigh Martin

JV student on 
Franciscan U. 
Dean’s List

Sean Cunningham, the son 
of Jordan Valley residents Ron 
and Nancy Cunningham, has 
earned a spot of the Dean’s 
List at Franciscan University in 
Steubenville, Ohio.

Cunningham is a freshman 
Business major at the school.

Scouts to host 
bean feed  

  
The annual Boy Scouts Bean 

Feed will be held from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. next Wednesday at the 
Homedale LDS church  on West 
Idaho Avenue. 

Ticket prices for the event are 
$15 per family, $5 per adult, $3 
for children younger than 11 
years old.

Boy Scout Troops 409 and 509 
will sponsor the event. Proceeds 
will be used to fund the troops’ 
annual summer camp near McCall 
in June. 

For more information, contact 
Gary Rupp at 337-3936. 
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CalendarYour finances
Encourage son’s golf, 
but keep the family’s  
finances up to par
Dear Dave,

Our 10-year-old son has been 
playing golf since he was 3, and 
he’s very good. He likes it, he’s 
already placed very high in some 
tournaments and we think he 
could make a wonderful living at 
it one day. 

We’re debt-free except for our 
house, so what do you think is 
a reasonable amount to spend 
in order to support his golf 
activities?

— Debbie

Dear Debbie, 
This sounds really cool, but 

you and your husband can’t live 
every second of your lives for a 
10-year-old’s golf game. Your 
family as a whole should come 
first, so you need to figure out 
what’s a reasonable percentage of 
your life and income to dedicate 
to the little guy’s talent. 

It’s not reasonable if you’re 
going into debt to support this, or 
if your household budget is blown 
every month and you’re going 
without necessities. He can learn 
to play golf on a public course and 
without traveling to tournaments, 
or having the best clubs and a 
personal coach. 

You’re looking for balance, 
Debbie. And you’ve done a great 
job to get where you are. Just 
take care of regular family stuff 
like having an emergency fund, 
putting college savings in place 
and not going into debt as a result 
of Junior’s golf game.

If you do this, everything will 
be fine. 

— Dave

Dear Dave,
Our financial advisor recently 

told me about A and B mutual 
fund shares. What shares do you 
recommend?

— Randy

Dear Randy,
It’s not going to matter which 

shares you choose in most cases, 
as long as you hold the fund seven 
years or more. 

The big difference is that with 
B shares you pay the fees on the 
back, and with A shares you pay 
them on the front. 

I  buy  A shares  because 
sometimes I don’t want to hold a 

particular fund that long. So, that 
way, I’ve already paid my fees.

A lot of mutual fund brokers 
push B shares because it gives you 
a reason to stay in the fund. I don’t 
buy them personally, but there’s 
nothing wrong with them.  

— Dave

Dear Dave,
We’re debt-free except for our 

house, and we have $25,000 in our 
emergency fund. There’s $124,000 
remaining on our mortgage, and 
we’re paying $940 a month on 
the note. We also have $125,000 
in a mutual fund and other stocks 
outside our IRAs, and a combined 
income of about $90,000. 

Are  we in  good enough 
shape to pay off the house by 
cashing out our non-retirement 
investments?

— Will

Dear Will,
If you didn’t have a house 

payment you could easily save 
$1,500 a month. And in about 
five years you could save up 
everything you cashed out of your 
investments and re-fund them, 
plus you’d have a paid-for house 
that entire time.

Write a check today and pay off 
the house, Will. With no house 
payment and your emergency 
fund and IRAs still in place, you’ll 
be a living, breathing definition of 
financial peace! 

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total 
Money Makeover. You can find 
tools to help with finances or 
previous columns at Davesays.
org. For more financial advice, 
visit the Web site or call (888) 
22-PEACE. Have a question 
for Dave? Send correspondence 
to syndication@daveramsey.
com or write Dave $ays, 1749 
Mallory Lane, Brentwood, TN 
37027

Homedale American Legion Post #32

���������������������
������������������������
���������������������������������

��������������������
����������������������������������������

We invite you to spend an hour 
with us...

...to sing a few hymns, 
...to consider Jesus’ humble life & ministry

...to forget our cares long enough to consider
God’s purpose for life.

PUBLIC BIBLE MEETINGS
Given freely

WEDNESDAYS - 7:30 P.M.
Kelly Vance Residence

208-337-4557
Homedale, Idaho

Today
DivorceCare recovery support 

group, 7 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3151 

Thursday
Exercise class, 11 a.m., free, 

Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-
3020

Rhythm and Rhyme at the 
library, 11 a.m., Melba Cottage 
Library, 109 Charlotte Drive. 
(208) 495-1063

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly), 5:30 p.m. weigh-in, 7 
p.m. meeting, First Presbyterian 
Church, 320 N. 6th St., Homedale. 
(208) 482-6893

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Friday
Celebrate Recovery 12-step 

program, 6 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

Saturday
Marsing Lions Bingo, 6:45 

p.m. early bird, 7 p.m. regular 
start, Phipps-Watson Marsing 
American Legion Community 
Center, 126 2nd St. N., Marsing. 
(208) 896-4815

Sunday
Snake River Valley Fellowship 

Bible study, 10 a.m., 532 W. 
California Ave., Homedale. (208) 
475-3733

Wednesday
Melba Cottage Library book 

club meeting, 7 p.m., Melba 
Cottage Library, 109 Charlotte 
Drive, Melba. (208) 495-1063

DivorceCare recovery support 
group, 7 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 

Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3151 

Thursday, March 8
Exercise class, 11 a.m., free, 

Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-
3020

H o m e d a l e  C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce luncheon, noon, 
Owyhee Lanes Restaurant, 18 
W. 1st St. (208) 337-3252

Rhythm and Rhyme at the 
library, 11 a.m., Melba Cottage 
Library, 109 Charlotte Drive. 
(208) 495-1063

Owyhee Garden Club meeting, 1 
p.m., University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension Office, 238 8th 
Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 896-5474 
or (208) 896-4104

TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly), 5:30 p.m. weigh-in, 7 
p.m. meeting, First Presbyterian 
Church, 320 N. 6th St., Homedale. 
(208) 482-6893

Marsing School District Board 
of Trustees monthly meeting, 7 
p.m., district office board room, 
209 W. 8th Ave. W.

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Friday, March 9
Adrian High School Senior 

Citizen Luncheon, 1 p.m., Adrian 
Schools cafeteria, 202 High St., 
Adrian, Ore. (541) 372-2335.

Greenleaf Friends Academy 
Quaker Country Auction preview 
and early auction, 6 p.m., Greenleaf 
Friends Academy, 20565 N. 
Academy Road, Greenleaf. (208) 
459-6346

Celebrate Recovery 12-step 
program, 6 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

S u b m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
upcoming fund-raisers, reunions 
or community events to The 
Owyhee Avalanche by noon 
Fridays for inclusion in the 
calendar. Drop off press releases 
at the Avalanche office at 19 
E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail 
them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, 
ID 83628, fax them to (208) 
337-4867 or e-mail them to 
jbrowneditor@cableone.net. For 
more information on submissions, 
call (208) 337-4681.

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!
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1603 12th Ave. Rd.
Nampa • 465-7000

9:30-6:30 Mon.-Fri.
9-1 Sat.

173 W. 4th St.
Kuna • 922-4400

Corner of Ave. A & 4th St.9-6 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.
9-6:30 Tues.

9-1 Sat.

2 LOCATIONS

D63699

Kristin - CPhT,  Vic Allen - RPh,  Dennis - CPhT,
Ruth - Technician,  Cathy - Technician

Vic's Family Pharmacy

Custom Compounding at Both Locations
• Custom Veterinary Medications 
• Drive Thru Service - Both Locations
• Free Delivery and Mail Service
• Fast, Friendly Service Guaranteed

We think it’s great,
we think it’s nifty...

Ric Uria is gonna make it to 50!
(March 4, 2007)

Happy Birthday, with love from 
your family!

Four Owyhee County 4-H 
members took part in the 20th 
annual Know Your Government 
activities in Boise during the 
Presidents’ Day weekend.

Shad Jensen of Owyhee Silver 
Spurs, Chris Johnson from the 
Owyhee Sharp Shooters, Erik 
Munson from Owyhee Animal 
Friends and Megan Romans of 
the Tumbleweeds were among 
160 4-Hers from around Idaho 
who gathered at the Statehouse to 
practice democracy and try their 
hands at mimicking the elective 
roles in the capital.

Jensen is a 13-year-old eighth-
grader at Marsing Middle School. 
Chris Johnson is a 14-year-old 
eighth-grader from Greenleaf. 
Munson is a 14-year-old eighth-
grader from Marsing, and Romans 
is a 14-year-old ninth-grader 
from Wilder. Both Munson and 
Romans are homeschooled.

The state’s top elected officials, 
including Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter 
and Idaho Supreme Court Justice 

Daniel Eismann were among the 
featured speakers who helped 
educate the eighth- and ninth-
graders during the Know Your 
Government experience, which 
is operated by the University of 
Idaho Extension 4-H program. 

The 4-H members acted as 
legislators, judges and reporters 
during the Know Your Government 
exercise, which was held Feb. 17-
19 in Boise.

Members conducted mock 
c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  a n d 
mock trials, breakfasted with 
legislators and judges and toured 
the Statehouse, observing the 
Legislature in session, among 
other activities.

Mahmood Sheikh, a former 
4-H member from Latah County 
and past member of the KYG 
Planning  Commit tee ,  was 
the opening banquet speaker.  
Sheikh, the Associated Students 
University of Idaho president in 
1999, now works in Boise to fund 
scholarships for the University of 

Idaho athletic department.
Matt McCarter, executive 

director of Boise’s Healthy 
Community - Healthy Youth, led 
legislative workshops on Feb. 19.

Major donors this year include 
the Idaho 4-H Endowment Board, 
Ada County Farm Bureau, 
D.L. Evans Bank, Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation, Idaho Grain 

Producers Association, Idaho 
Law Foundation, Idaho Power 
Co., Idaho Potato Commission, 
J.R. Simplot Co., 2nd District Bar 
Association, Monsanto and Red 
Lion Hotel.

More than 33,000 youth and 
nearly 3,700 adult volunteers 
participated in Idaho 4-H last 
year.

Owyhee 4-Hers ‘serve’ at Statehouse
Four youths part of  annual Know 

Your Government event

Owyhee students learn about government
Four Owyhee County 4-H members attended the annual Know 

Your Government event in Boise during the Presidents’ Day weekend, 
including, from left to right, Shad Jensen, 13, Megan Romans, 14, 
Chris Johnson, 14, and Erik Munson, 14.

Four Angus cattle breeders 
from Owyhee County recently had 
livestock nationally recognized 
with inclusion in the American 
Angus Associat ion’s  2007 
Pathfinder Report.

The Owyhee County producers 
who were recognized included:

• Bruneau’s Colyer Cattle Co., 
placed 11 registered Angus cows 
in the report.

• Homedale’s Doug and Janice 
Burgess had four Angus cows 
placed in the report.

• William L. White of Murphy 
had two registered Angus cows 

in the report.
• Stacy M. White of Oreana had 

one registered cow cited.
Only 2,324 of  the more 

than 34,000 American Angus 
Assoc ia t ion  members  a re 
represented in this year’s report, 
according to John Crouch, 
executive vice president of the 
Association with headquarters in 
Saint Joseph, Mo.

The Pathf inder  Program 
identifies superior Angus cows 
based upon recorded performance 
traits that are economically 
important to efficient beef 

production.  These traits include 
early and regular calving and 
heavy weaning weights, reports 
Bill Bowman, Association director 
of performance programs.  

More than 1.5 million eligible 
dams and more than 5 million 
weaning records were examined 
to determine Pathfinder status.  

All registered Angus cows 
that meet the strict Pathfinder 
standards are listed, along with 
their owners, in the Pathfinder 
Report that is published annually 
by the Association.

The 2007 Pathfinder Report 

lists 9,726 individual cows and 
256 Pathfinder sires.  

It is published in the April 
issue of the Angus Journal, and 
copies are available from the 
Association.  

The reports appear on the Web 
site at www.angus.org.  

The largest number of Pathfinder 
cows from a single herd this year 
is 82.  

Started in 1978, the Pathfinder 
Program continues to recognize 
outstanding breeders participating 
in the Angus Herd Improvement 
Records (AHIR) Program.

Local breeders listed in angus report

Marsing LDS 
church to hold 
Louie’s meal

Organizers of the third annual 
Louie’s fund-raising dinner for 
the Young Women’s Girls Camp 
want folks to skip the traditional 
St. Patrick’s Day corned beef and 
cabbage on March 17.

Instead, organizer Shauna Sauer 
says, try a catered Italian meal 
of lasagna, fettuccine Alfredo, 
breadsticks, dessert and a beverage 
— all catered by Treasure Valley 
Italian restaurant Louie’s.

The dinner, sponsored by the 
Marsing LDS church, runs from 
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on March 17, 
and raises money to send local 
girls to the camp.

Tickets are $30 per couple or 
$15 per person. Tickets must be 
purchased by March 12, and no 
tickets will be sold at the door.

The dinner will be held at 
the church 215 3rd Ave. W., in 
Marsing.

For more information, call 
Sauer at 455-2899.

Lions bingo 
resumes  
in Marsing

The Marsing Lions benefit 
bingo season is winding down 
with just two nights of games 
remaining.

Bingo will be held Saturday 
inside the Phipps-Watson Marsing 
American Legion Community 
Center at 126 W. 2nd St. N. An 
early bird game begins at 6:45 
p.m., and regular bingo starts at 
7 p.m.

The final bingo night will be 
held April 7 at the community 
center.

Popcorn, pop and coffee will be 
on sale both nights.

Event proceeds benefit a 
different cause each night. The 
Lions Club’s scholarship fund 
will benefit from Saturday’s 
action, and February’s earnings 
went to the community center.

For more information on the 
bingo nights, call Lions member 
Chris Salove at 896-4815.
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The Avalanche wants 
to promote news of 
Owyhee County’s 
sports teams. Call  

to find out how to get 
your scores in  
the newspaper.

(208) 337-4681

Home Visitor

14 O
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How many stars does your bank have?

*6.99% fixed Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available for terms up to 20 years on home equity loans with automatic payments from a U.S. Bank checking
account and a loan-to-value (LTV) of 80% or less. Higher rates apply for higher LTV. Minimum loan amount or increase of $10,000 is required.
Installment loan payment example: on a $20,000 loan for 20 years (240) payments at 6.99% APR, monthly payments would be $154.94. Offer is
subject to normal credit approval. Property insurance is required. Interest on amounts exceeding 100% of the available equity is not tax deductible.
Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Rate subject to change. Some restrictions may apply. Home Equity loans and lines of
credit are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. Member FDIC.

usbank.com | 888-444-BANK (2265)

• No closing costs
• No points
• No fees
• Low Rates with Five Star Service Guaranteed

Tap into the money.

Get a U.S. Bank Home Equity Loan today. 

6.99%
APR*

20-Year Fixed Rate

Home Equity Loan

Paul’s Market
Amalgamated Sugar Co.
Mark & Sue Vanderhoff

JC Watson Co.
Allendale Produce
SSI Food Service

Dinner Thyme Solutions
Grasmick Produce

Golden Dragon
Tamura Produce
Owyhee Realty

Snake River Lumber
Owyhee Sand & Gravel

Jackson Food Stores
Treasure Valley Coffee

Wendell Hyer
Albertson’s

Homedale Electric
Crookham Seed Co.

Flahiff Chapel
Franklin Building Supply

Duane & Nancy Ash
John & Gloria Lejardi

Txoko Ona Basque Center
Dennis Turner

Treasure Valley Seed
Owyhee Dental

Homedale Chiropractic
Glambia Foods
Owyhee Meat

Emerald Insurance
Vance Dairy

Campbell Tractor
Simplot Soilbuilders

SMX
Bowen, Park & Day

Les Schwab Tire
Darigold

Argi Lines
Subway-Homedale

Casa Valdez
Homedale School District Teachers

Uria Pump
Farm Bureau Insurance

Owyhee Lanes
Darlene’s Printing-Nampa

Frontier Telephone Co.
Judy & Bob Lisonbee
Dreyer’s Ice Cream
Westowns Disposal
Tolmie’s Hardware
Homedale Drive-in

US Bank
RST

Homedale 6th Graders
Booth Chairmen:

John & Gloria Lejardi
Brian & Melissa Morris
Clint & Sherri Romiell
Dan & LeAnda Uranga

Ben & Betty Uda
Scott, Patti, Dayton Syme
Gerry & Sherri Holloway
Dwayne & Tracy Fisher
Rod & Mary Villarreal

Barney & Melanie Harper
Dave & Amy Freelove
Chris & Virginia Landa

Jim & Teresa Ryska
Don & Barbie VanderBoegh

Katie Belanger
Toby & Shannon Johnson

Dan & Vicky Landa 
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Some surprisingly willing 
volunteers have lined up to help 
the Marsing High School chapter 
of the Business Professionals of 
America put on a “Pie-in-Your-
Face” fund-raiser today at the 
school.

The hour of reckoning comes 
at about 2 p.m. today in a pep 
assembly held inside the Marsing 
Middle School gymnasium.

Several members of the school’s 
student body and faculty allowed 
BPA members to put their names 
on collection jars. 

“Most of the faculty were 
more than happy to participate 
and support our Marsing BPA,” 
BPA advisor Brandy Smith said. 
“And we got many of the club 
presidents to volunteer as well.”

The jars were set up a month ago, 
and students, faculty members, 
parents and other family members 
were encouraged to put money in 
the jar for the person they want 
to see get “pied,” according to 
Smith.

The funds will be used to 
finance the BPA’s trip to the State 

Leadership Conference, which 
will take place March 8-11 at 
Boise State University. Nine 
BPA members will attend the 
state competition and vie for an 
opportunity to attend the National 
Leadership Conference, which is 
scheduled for May in New York 
City.

Today is the deadline to turn in 
money. Jars have been set up for 
faculty such as Mark Worley, Don 
Heller, Ed Pfeiffer and Marsing 
High senior and honorary BPA 
member Charlene Eells as well 
as Marsing FFA chapter president 
Daniel  Ineck and Marsing 
BPA chapter president Jessica 
Elsberry.

The victims, er, volunteers 
whose jars contain the most 

money — two teachers and two 
students, Smith says — will be 
marched out in front of a school 
assembly Friday afternoon and be 
subjected to the pie-throwing.

As of Friday, Worley’s jar 
had garnered the most action 
— $57.52 — among the faculty. 
Pfeifer was second at $36.93. The 
drop-off between second and third 
(nearly $32) suggests that Worley 
and Pfeifer will face the creamy 
wrath today.

On the students’ side, Elsberry, 
Ineck and Eells were in a close 
race for top “honors.” Elsberry led 
with $13.27, followed by Ineck at 
$12.78 and Eells at $11.41.

There is an out for the would-
be pie-catchers: If they match 
the funds in their respective jars, 

they have the opportunity to pick 
another of the group to face the 
pie-firing squad.

Another element of the fun and 
games is a raffle that has been 
going on all month on campus. 
For a quarter, students can buy a 
raffle ticket for a chance to be the 
triggerman in the pie-throwing. 
Students with perfect attendance 
last week received free raffle 
tickets.

— JPB

Marsing taking one for the BPA team
Faculty, club presidents volunteer  

to get creamed to raise funds  
for trip to conference

The Adrian High School 
Leadership and Associated 
Student Body will hold its sixth 
annual Senior Citizen Luncheon 
March 9 at the Adrian Schools 
cafeteria.

The Adrian Schools complex 
is located at 202 High St., in 
Adrian, Ore.

The luncheon, which is open 
to all ages, will be held from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. and will feature a 
hot meal, entertainment and door 
prizes.

For more information, call 
Stephanie Allison or Lorine 
VanCorbach at the school, (541) 
372-2335.

Adrian High students plan 
annual senior citizen lunch

Buy it, sell it, trade 
it, rent it in the 

Classifields!
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Front or rear 
 Brake Service 

Starting at: 

$55.00
per axel 

Nationwide Warranty 

- On the Farm/Road Service – 
3 Service Trucks to serve you faster 

ION Plaza - Marsing, Idaho   896-4040

Master Mechanic 
available for most  
car and light truck 
service and repairs. 

Rapha
Therapeutic

Massage

Stacy Fisher, CMT
www.raphamassage.com

stacy@raphamassage.com
6 West Owyhee • Homedale

(by appointment only)

Specializing  in Pain & Injury Massage

 As one of three newly hired 
Owyhee County Sheriff’s depu-
ties, Russ Turner hopes to protect 
and serve the citizens of Owyhee 
County in the years to come. 
Turner will be stationed in the 
Bruneau area, an area in which he 
has lived most of his life. 

Like new Chief Deputy Bruce 

Cameron, Turner, 53, brings a 
wide range of life experiences 
into his new position as a full-
time lawman. 

Those experiences include four 
years in the U.S. Navy, during 
which he attended flight and offi-
cer candidate school in Pensacola, 
Fla.; a bachelor’s degree in animal 

science from 
the Universi-
ty of Idaho; 
years work-
ing in the cat-
tle industry; 
and gradu-
ate study in 
agricultural 
e c o n o m i c s 
at University 
of Nevada in 
Reno before settling into a career as 
an appraiser, dealing with farms. 

Those years of experience ob-
viously paid off in the selection 
process for the new deputy. While 
already functioning as a sheriff’s 
posse member, Turner had to un-
dergo written tests, physical tests 
and multiple interviews before 
being selected as a full-time dep-
uty. Candidates also were judged 
on their level of community in-
volvement.  

According to Owyhee County 
Sheriff Gary Aman, Turner was 

top-notch in all areas. 
“Russ Turner scored highest 

in written (tests) and oral (inter-
views) of any of the applicants,” 
Aman said. “Russ is a natural. 
He’s got a lot of good command 
presence. He’s a natural cop.

“He’s very involved with the 
community, which I want them 
(deputies) to be.”

Turner said his involvement 
with emergency services began 
a few years back as a volunteer 
emergency medical technician 
(EMT) with the Bruneau Quick 
Response Unit, then as a member 
of the sheriff’s posse. 

“Through the EMT deal, I got 
to know some of the fellows and 
got involved with the sheriff’s 
posse,” he said.

Turner said he was a licensed 
real estate appraiser for approxi-
mately 20 years. He also owns 
a small ranch near Bruneau and 
is currently the president of the 
Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association. 

Turner said that when the op-
portunity to devote his efforts to 
helping the people of Owyhee 
County full-time opened up, he 
jumped at the chance. 

“The opportunity came up, and 
I thought I’d give it a go,” Turner 
said. “In my appraisal business. 
I’m on the road a bunch. I’m down 
in Nevada. I’m here and there. 
This will give me the opportu-
nity to be in Owyhee County and 
maybe focus my efforts closer to 
home.”

 “Obviously, for me, it’s a 
new environment, and getting to 
where my competency levels are 
where they need to be in the po-
sition are the biggest challenges,” 
Turner said. 

Turner will enter the Idaho 
Peace Officer Standards and 
Training (POST) Basic Patrol 
Academy at an unusual age. Ac-
cording to POST statistics, the 
average age of an academy stu-
dent is 30. 

Turner and Chief Deputy Bruce 
Cameron will attend the 10-
week academy beginning in July. 
They’ll be tasked with a daily ex-
ercise routine that entails lots of 
running, alongside recruits many 
years younger. 

“Exactly, and we’re going to 
look back when we beat them,” 
Turner said with a laugh. “That’s 
one of my strong points. I can 
run.” 

— JWB

Owyhee gains new lawmen

 Along with Chief Deputy Bruce Cam-
eron and Deputy Russ Turner, Owyhee 
County Sheriff Gary Aman welcomed Lynn 
Bowman as a full-time sheriff’s deputy 
last week.

Aman said that the reasons for choosing 
Bowman to represent the sheriff’s office on 
a full-time basis were based on his qualifi-
cations and dedication to the community.

Bowman will serve the area in which he 
lives — Marsing.

“Lynn scored very high (during testing 
procedures). He lives in the area where he 
works. That’s his hometown,” Aman said. 
“He grew up there.

“He’s very involved with the communi-
ty with the (Marsing) ambulance and fire 
department and several other groups. He’s 
going to be a huge asset to me.”

Bowman, 36, is no stranger to emer-
gency services in Owyhee County. He has 
been an Owyhee County Sheriff’s Posse 
member and Marsing firefighter for nearly 

16 years. He also vol-
unteers with the Mars-
ing Ambulance and is 
a certified emergen-
cy medical technician 
(EMT)

Bowman began his 
law enforcement career 
shortly after graduat-
ing from Marsing High 
School by attending a 
law enforcement train-
ing program at the College of Southern Idaho 
in Twin Falls, where he received a certificate 
of applied science in law enforcement. Bow-
man described the program as being similar 
to attending the Idaho Peace Officer Stan-
dards Training (POST) police academy.

After attending training, Bowman didn’t 
choose to enter a full-time law enforcement 
career. Instead, he went to work at the fam-
ily business in the Marsing area, Bowman 
Produce Inc. He worked there approximate-

ly 17 years until the family decided to sell 
the business. 

During his time spent working for the 
agricultural business, Bowman became ac-
tive in public service as a member of the 
Sheriff’s Posse and the fire and ambulance 
crews in Marsing.

 “I’ve been with the fire department and 
the sheriff’s department for 16 years,” 
Bowman said. 

“I was a driver for the ambulance for 
about the same amount of years, and I’ve 
been EMT for two years.”

After years serving the community on 
a volunteer basis, Bowman chose finally 
to enter law enforcement on a full-time 
basis in the community he, his wife and 
three daughters call home. After leaving 
agriculture, Bowman’s choice to dedicate 
himself fully to public service was a natu-
ral process. 

“I’d say, continuing on helping the com-
munity out (is a reason to work full-time),” 

Bowman said. “I’m real dedicated to the 
community with the fire department.

“We sold the family business, and I need-
ed something to do,” Bowman said. “That’s 
what I started out in life as, as wanting to 
be a cop.”

Like the rest of the Owyhee County Sher-
iff’s Office, Bowman said one of his biggest 
challenges in the years to come is adapting 
to change throughout the county.

“The No. 1 thing, probably, is the coun-
ty is changing, growing,” Bowman said. 
“There is going to be a lot more people, a 
lot more crime.”

While he already has a great deal of law 
enforcement experience, Bowman will be 
required to complete the Idaho POST Ba-
sic Patrol Academy in Meridian. Bowman 
is scheduled to begin the 10-week course 
in April. He is currently undergoing field 
training under the tutelage of Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Gary Olsen in the Marsing area.

— JWB

Bowman no stranger to emergency services

Lynn Bowman

Marsing

Bruneau-Grand View

Turner brings years of  life experience to deputy job

Russ Turner

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche
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Tickets are available from:
Paul Nettleton - 834-2237
Chris Collett - 834-2062

Brad Huff - 495-2950
Owyhee Avalanche - 337-4681

or any Cattlemen’s board member.
or send check payable to OCHF and a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: PICKUP DRAWING, P.O. Box 32, Murphy, ID. 

83650

Owyhee Cat t lemenís Associat ion
Heritage Fund

Pickup Drawing!
11th Annual Property Rights

Features include...
5.9L HO Cummins Turbo diesel engine
6-speed manual transmission
AM/FM CD player
Air conditioning
Long bed

All proceeds to go to the Owyhee Cattlemen’s 
Association Heritage Fund to aid in the fight to keep 
all of our property rights and multiple use access to 

federal lands in Owyhee County.

1st Prize
2007 Dodge Ram 

2500 SLT Quad Cab

Tickets:
$10000 donation each

Only 500 tickets have been printed, 
so each holder has a 500-to-1 chance to win! 

(That’s better odds than at Reno!)

Drawing will be held October 21 at the Idaho Reined Cow Horse Snaf e Bit Futurity
Need not be present to win. Winner will be responsible for title, license, and registration fees, and all taxes

Pickup sponsored by:

The Northwest Dodge Dealers

2nd & 3rd Prizes
Half beef each

                                     Grand View

Cut and Wrapped
Donated by Greenfi eld’s Custom Meats, 

Meridian

Congratulations to last year’s winners 
Van & Nancy Johnson of Caldwell

Owyhee County Sheriff Gary 
Aman announced last week that 
marine deputy and 26-year posse 
member, Bruce Cameron would 
help lead the sheriff’s office as 
chief deputy. 

Cameron brings a wealth of life 
experience to his new position, 
looks forward to new challenges 
as the chief deputy and hopes 
to be responsive to the public’s 
needs. 

“I love working with the public, 
and I find a lot of reward in 
helping people,” Cameron said of 
his reasons to accept the position 
when Aman offered it. 

Aman, who announced the hire 
Feb. 20, said Cameron’s leadership 
experience as a shift supervisor at 
Grand View’s US Ecology gave 
him the administrative tools to 
help oversee the growing sheriff’s 
office. 

“We are at a place, because 
of growth, that we have to keep 
up with technology. We’ve got 
to keep up with equipment, 
manpower,” Aman said. “The 
main reason for Bruce is that he 
has a lot of experience in employee 
supervision — Bruce’s experience 
in that area is the reason I hired 
him. Bruce is a man of integrity, 
and I demand that.”

Cameron said that as a boy, his 
father was a security police officer 
in the Air Force, which allowed 
Bruce  to experience much of the 
world at a young age.  

 “I was born to an Air Force 
family and was raised in Europe,” 
Cameron said. 

Fate brought Cameron to Idaho 
in 1968, when his father was 
transferred to Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. Cameron said he had 
never heard of Idaho, much less 
Owyhee County. 

“When he told us we were 
going to Mountain Home, Idaho, 
I asked: ‘Dad, what country 
is that in?’ ” Cameron said. “I 
had no idea; I just thought the 
world dropped off west of the 
Mississippi, like everyone else 
from Europe.”

“Once we got here, it was 
an adventure. We’d never seen 
desert — only pictures of it — 
we’d never seen real mountains,” 
Cameron said. The allure of the 
rugged, high desert captivated 
him, and he decided he never 
wanted to leave. 

Cameron said he still has family 
in Mountain Home, but for him, 
Owyhee County was the place 
he chose to call home, after 
graduating from Mountain Home 
High School in 1973. 

“Once I crossed the (Snake) 
river after I graduated high school, 
I never wanted to go back to 
Elmore County,” he said. 

 “I went to work for Bill Tindall 
at Tindall Ranches out at Grasmere. 
I worked for Simplot Livestock. I 

worked for an irrigation company 
in Mountain Home,” Cameron 
said. 

Eventually, he went to work for 
Envirosafe (now US Ecology) and 
became shift supervisor. He ended 
up staying with the company for 
28 years. 

Cameron now lives in the 
Oreana Valley with his wife, 
Patti. His son, Ross, lives and 
works in the Grand View area, 
and his stepson is in the Air 
Force, stationed at Hill Air Force 
Base in Ogden, Utah. He has two 
grandchildren.

Career started with Posse
Cameron began  h is  law 

enforcement career in the early 
1980s. The requirements at the 
time were simple: He had to own 
a firearm. 

“Fred Jayo asked me if I had 
a gun. I said I did, and he said 
‘Would you like to be a posse 
member?’ ” Cameron said. 

“I told him I’d consider it. 
He got me an application, and I 
filled it out. (Then-Sheriff) Tim 
(Nettleton) approved it — that 
was 26 years ago.” Cameron 
said. 

Cameron said that several years 
later he completed the Idaho Peace 
Officer Standards (POST) Reserve 
(part-time) officer academy, later 
he attended the marine deputy 
academy. 

In the late 1990s, Cameron 
b e c a m e  a  m a r i n e  d e p u t y 
for Owyhee County and his 
involvement in law enforcement 
continued to expand, even helping 
to pass on the tools of the trade as 
an instructor at the Idaho POST 
marine deputy training academy. 

“In 1998 or ’99, the county 
started the marine program with 
the support and partial funding 
from Idaho Parks and Recreation, 
and we’ve taken that to a different 
level,” Cameron said. “It has been 
a real positive, positive move for 
the county and for the general 
public.”

Now, Cameron will have to be a 
student at the POST Basic Police 
Academy in Meridian, a course 
required by the state of Idaho 
of all full-time police officers 
and sheriff’s patrol deputies. He 
will attend the 10-week training 
session, beginning in July, along 
with newly hired Owyhee deputy 
Russ Turner.

Academy adventure awaits
Cameron looks forward to the 

challenge of the police academy, 
where he, at 51, will be twice the 
age of many of his classmates. 
Turner also will be at the upper 
end of the academy’s age spectrum 
at 53. 

“I look forward to it. I like a 
challenge,” Cameron said. “We 
(he and Turner) are probably 

going to show these kids how 
some of the things are really 
done.”

While some at Cameron’s age 
and amount of work experience 
begin to see retirement on the 
horizon, he vehemently opposes 
the notion that retirement is in 
the works. 

“When people retire, they live 
about a year and they pass away. 
I’m not that type of guy,” Cameron 
said. “I’m a field-type guy. I like 
to get out in the trenches with 
the guys. I like to be the first one 
through the door.”

That mentality extends to 
engaging the public, too.

“I t ’s  a  shared venture ,” 
Cameron said of the partnership 
the sheriff’s office has with the 
citizens of Owyhee County.

Growth emerges as issue
Cameron acknowledged that 

Owyhee County’s growth and 
changing demographics are issues 
to which the sheriff’s office must 
responsive and able to adapt. 
Cameron agreed that the size of 
the sheriff’s office may remain 
one step behind the population as 
the county grows at a rapid rate. 

“That is an issue (growth). We 

have a limited amount of resources 
to cover a lot of country,” Cameron 
said. “The department is going to 
have to grow with that growth, but 
it is not going to jump ‘leaps and 
bounds’ as the population grows. 
So we are going to have to make 
do with what we have and do the 
best we can.”

“Here in the last 10 years, 
we got better equipment, better 
training, and let’s just keep that 
going and enhance the training 
aspect of it. With the growth in 
population, we’re going to get 
more diversified cultures in the 
growing population. Hopefully, 
we can appease that growth.”

Sheriff  deals with rec issue
Along with growth, Cameron 

said that recreation issues are 
another fact of life for the sheriff’s 
office. Dealing with the multitude 
of recreational uses of Owyhee 
County’s public land requires a 
complicated balancing act.

“I think the county is on the 
right track. A lot of that is going 
to have to do with the federal and 
state governments assisting with 
funding, as far as how fast we 
grow with it,” Cameron said. 

Cameron said that sometimes 

the sheriff’s office is faced with 
additional law enforcement and 
public relations duties when 
state and federal agencies close 
recreational areas.

“On a seasonal basis, we have 
a lot of ATVs, four-wheelers, 
motorcyc les ,  o ff -h ighway 
vehicles. Those people aren’t 
going to be happy when you 
start locking them out of spots 
they have been accustomed to 
enjoying,” Cameron said. “A lot 
of our work is PR work, to try 
and make as many people happy 
(as possible). There are going to 
be those that you aren’t going to 
make them happy no matter what 
… It’s a lot of feather-smoothing 
… The end result is we have to 
deal with it. We don’t have a lot 
of control over what is closed and 
what is not.”

Wednesday, only 20 minutes 
into his first full day on the job, 
Cameron said his goals as Aman’s 
right-hand man are simply take 
one day at a time and to work with 
the community. 

“I guess if I had a credo, it 
would be ‘A day’s work for a 
day’s wages, and have fun doing 
it.’ ”

— JWB

Owyhee gains new lawmen
Vet seeks new challenges as right-hand man
Chief deputy



Page 12A Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Nova Genesis Angus 
of Jordan Valley Oregon would like 

to thank all of the people who 
attended and made our second annual 

Bull Sale a success.
A special thank you to the buyers: 
Morgan Ranches, Dave & Ann Rutan

Mike Greeley
Mackenzie Ranches

Ted & Dot Payne
John & Joan Daynes

Stanford Bros O6 Livestock
Fillmore Ranches

Richard & Margene Eiguren
Keith & Janice Easterday

Dr. Carolyn Rees
B1 Cattle Co

Dave Mackenzie
Terry & Rosemary Warn

We look forward to seeing you next year!
Frank & Cindy Beckwith and family

THANK YOU!

WE CAN HANDLE ALL YOUR 
HEATING & COOLING NEEDS!

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

573-1788
Dave Freelove 573-7147

Español: 899-3428
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

Snow, water report
The Bureau of Reclamation Web site showed that Owyhee 

Reservoir held 527,710 acre-feet of water and that 32.3 cubic 
feet per second was being released into the Owyhee River at 
Nyssa, Ore. 

The following statistics were gathered from the National 
Resources Conservation Service Web site at 10 a.m. Monday:

Reynolds Creek
Date Snow Depth Year to Date Average Temp
  Precipitation Max. Min. Avg.
02/20 0.0 7.2 32 21 27
02/21 0.0 7.2 43 26 36
02/22 1.9 7.4 39 22 25
02/23 0.6 7.4 43 26 36
02/24      0.8 7.5 27 19 22
02/25 0.8 7.6 31 18 25
02/26 2.1 7.6 32 23 28

South Mountain
Date Snow Depth Year to Date Average Temp
  Precipitation Max. Min. Avg.
02/20 27.3 16.1 34 21 26
02/21  26.8 16.1 43 29 34
02/22 26.8 16.2 42 27 34
02/23 27.2 16.1 43 23 34
02/24 28.6 16.2 31 18 22
02/25      30.1 16.5 31 17 25
02/26 41.0 17.7 32 22 28

Mud Flat
Date Snow Depth Year to Date Average Temp
  Precipitation Max. Min. Avg.
02/20 8.0 7.0 39 26 31
02/21 7.8 7.1 49 28 37
02/22 7.3 7.1 49 35 41
02/23 7.3 7.1 51 30 39
02/24 8.2 7.0 36 18 27
02/25 7.6 7.2 36 15 27
02/26 12.5 7.5 41 24 32

Weather
    H L Prec.
Feb. 20 52 28 .00
Feb. 21 63 31 .18
Feb. 22 40 30 .02
Feb. 23 52 30 .04
Feb. 24 no reading taken
Feb. 25 no reading taken
Feb. 26 49 23 trace

Dave $ays 

How much should I save for retirement?

Is a credit card for my kid a good idea?

W
hen should I buy life insurance?W

ha
t a

bo
ut

 co
-s

ig
ni

ng
 a

 lo
an

?

What’s a Roth IRA?

?
Dave’s got the answers 

to financial riddles  
each week in the 

Snow brings 
out charm of  
the Owyhee 
Mountains

A wet snow Wednesday 
blanketed the Poison 
Creek Grade south of 
Homeda le ,  mak ing 
travel up and down the 
old stagecoach road a 
slick proposition. While 
there are no official 
snow sensors in the 
area, approximately 1-2 
inches were left by late 
afternoon. 
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Elumbaugh Inc.
Landscape Contractors
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 While most look at a few odd 
pieces of scrap metal as junk, 
Jacob McRae sees it as his canvas, 
and his paintbrush the icy, blue 
flame of a blowtorch.  

McRae, a self-taught artist 
and a senior at Homedale High 
School, recently won an award 
in the International Smorgasbord 
student art show. But he didn’t 
even enter his own piece, a flower 
in a vase, molded from steel. 

“That was my first one (art 
piece),” Jacob said, quick to add 
that his mother and sister entered 
the piece without his knowledge. 

Apparently the judges thought 
it to be show-worthy and awarded 
it a blue ribbon. 

“That was my Christmas present 
from him (Jacob),” said Andrea 
McRae, Jacob’s mother. “We just 
kind of took it in (to the art show) 
and surprised him.”

Andrea said Jacob never showed 
much desire for creative visual art, 
until he began welding. But Jacob 
expressed other creative impulses 
through storytelling. 

“With the welding, he just kind 
of found a knack,” Andrea said. 
“He’s a very creative child. He’s 
very creative whenever he has a 
school assignment (in writing). 
Even as a child, he was very 
creative.”

Jacob is also quick to give credit 
to Homedale Ag teacher Lori 
Harrison and Canyon-Owyhee 
School Service Agency instructor 
Mark Bauer for his handiness with 
a blowtorch. 

“I learned from Miss Harrison. 
I took her class first, and I had 
Mr. Bauer’s class (COSSA),” 
Jacob said. 

Harrison said she began having 
students make art through welding 
about two years ago. Flowers 
were the subject matter. Harrison 
said that having a finished 
product is a good learning tool 
for students, and family members 
love receiving the items as gifts. 

“I try to have at least one project 
a year the students can actually 
take home with them; something 
neat,” Harrison said. “It’s a ‘make 
your holiday happy’ project, is 
what we call them.”

Harrison said that doing art 
projects helps to enlighten new 
students as to welding as an 

art form, rather than strictly 
an industrial tool, particularly 
female students. In at least one of 
Harrison’s welding classes, there 
is nearly an even balance of male 
and female students. 

“I think a lot of people that 
don’t want to weld — especially 
the girls — they only think of the 
industrial side of it (welding),” 
Harrison said, adding that she 
hopes to change some of that 
stereotype.

For Jacob, it was really the 
catalyst he needed to tap into his 
artistic nature. 

Jacob said he has never taken 
a formal art class, with the 
exception of a course in seventh 
grade, which he said he didn’t take 
seriously. 

“I did take art in seventh grade, 
but it was nothing. I wasn’t any 
good at it,” he said.  He added 
that he didn’t even have a special 
interest in any artistic endeavor 
until he picked up a torch in 
welding class. 

“I like to make something that 
everyone can look at and like it,” 
Jacob said as he again fired up his 
torch to round edges on a piece 
of black steel, which, in Jacob’s 
mind’s-eye is a butterfly’s wing 
for a future project. 

When asked if he had any 
schematics, or even a rough 
sketch drawn out for the steel 
insect, he said he did, but they 
were all inside his head. 

Jacob said that after graduation 
in the spring he plans to work for 
a year, then leave for a church 
mission. Part of his plans may 
entail the sale of his artwork. 

“I’ve already had people offer 
to buy my stuff,” Jacob said. 

Recently, a table he made from 
horseshoes sold for $100 at the 
Smorgasbord’s silent auction.

— JWB

Welded wonders
High school artist creates life from fire and steel
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4523 Cleveland Blvd. 
Caldwell

454-8626

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681

“I like to make something that everyone 
can look at and like it.”

— Jacob McRae
Homedale High School senior

Blue ribbon winner
Above: This steel f lower 

made by Jacob McRae — a self-
taught artist — was originally 
a Christmas gift for his mother, 
Andrea McRae of Homedale. 
Left:  Steel and flame form what, 
in Jacob’s mind’s-eye, will be a 
butterfly’s wing. Top: This metal 
flag was made with a plasma 
cutter in Mark Bauer’s COSSA 
welding class.  
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MAAG ANGUS - OFT ANGUS - COOK HEREFORDS
PERFORMANCE SALE

Thursday, March 15, 2007 
12:30 p.m. MST

SELLING 200 HEAD!
Free Feed Until May 1st

All Bulls Tested BVD Free

Oft Angus Ranch
(541) 889-6801

3761 Alameda Dr. • Ontario OR 97914

The Vine Dinner House
208 Main Street - Marsing, Idaho - 896-5995
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Reservations Recommended 
Open Wednesday-Friday for Dinner 5 pm to 9 pm

New Saturday Hours: 5 pm - 9 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 7 pm

Now! Every Sunday from 10 am-2 pm
Dinner Buffet 2 to 7 pm

Featuring Carved Ham & Roast Beef, Pastries, Omlettes and More!
Juice and Coffee Included

Bring in this ad and recieve 1/2 off the price of a second meal!

  The Owyhee County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to four different stranded 
motorist calls in remote areas during the 
weekend. 

No injuries were reported, and Sheriff 
Gary Aman credited the use of cell phones 
with preventing a more serious situation 
from developing, or necessitating a more 
extensive search.

Silver City Road was closed Sunday 
afternoon as a result of snow in the area. It 
had been open for much of the weekend, 
so none of the motorists will be billed for 
the county’s time.

“They had a cell phone and were able 
to get (a transmission signal) out,” Aman 
said of the stranded motorists. Aman said 
that given the amount of traffic in the Silver 
City area during the weekend, the motorists 
would have eventually been found, but 
being able to get specific information 
via cell phone was a great help toward a 
positive outcome. 

Aman has two main pieces of advice 
to motorists before traveling into the 
backcountry:

“Tell somebody where you are going, 
and take extra clothing — you’re going to 
get wet in the snow,” Aman said. “Those 
are the two big things.”

According to information received from 
Owyhee County Sheriff’s Dispatch, at 
approximately 5 p.m. on Friday, William 
Johnson of Texas became stuck in the Silver 

City area. Chief Deputy Bruce Cameron 
and Deputy Travis Woodbury responded. 
Cameron gave the man a courtesy transport 
to Murphy, and Johnson’s vehicle was later 
towed from the snow. He was able to call 
out on a cell phone and provide information 
to deputies. 

At approximately 11:30 p.m. Saturday, 
dispatchers received information that a 
group of people — including two small 
children — was stranded high on Silver 
City Road in a Lexus SUV. Aman and 
Woodbury responded and located them. 
The stranded parties also were able to use 
a cell phone to provide an approximate 
location to authorities.

At approximately 3 p.m. Sunday, two 
teenage boys prompted a search in the 
CJ Strike Reservoir area after their Ford 
pickup became stuck in the mud.  The boys 

were located unharmed the same day on the 
Elmore County side of the reservoir. 

Also on Sunday, a man became stuck in 
a late-model Hyundai SUV in the mud off 
of Murphy Flat Road near Murphy. The 
unidentified man was able call Owyhee 
County Dispatch and provide global 
positioning system (GPS) coordinates of 
his location. He was located by Aman and 
Sheriff’s Posse member Eddie Olson. 

Aman said none of the stranded motorists 
were prepared for the wilderness.

“Nobody was really prepared to spend a 
day or two out,” Aman said. 

Aman said Silver City Road was 
open during much of the weekend, but 
closed Sunday afternoon as a result of 
approximately 2 feet of new snowfall in 
the area. 

— JWB

Sheriff  responds to four stranded motorists
Silver City Road 
closed after heavy 
weekend snowfall

Owyhee Truck
L.L.C.

Homedale, ID. 337-6183

Car & Truck Accessories
Window Tinting

Stereo Systems
Auto Detailing

Auto Security Systems
Flat Beds Installed

Spray-In BedlinersBryan Badiola, Owner

Owyhee County’s new plan-
ning and zoning administrator in-
voked a familiar document when 
describing the cooperation that 
will be needed to move the county 
forward during a time of monu-
mental growth.

Mary Huff, who was hired 
Feb. 5 to succeed Kay Kelly as 
the county’s planning and zon-
ing administrator, said officials 
and concerned citizens would be 
well-served to follow the example 
presented by the Owyhee Initia-
tive construction process when 
settling differences in land-use 
opinions regarding Owyhee’s bur-

geoning residential growth.
“Very much like the Owyhee 

Initiative, if we can get a collab-
orative effort from a diverse group 
of people and come to a consen-
sus, it’s going to be a lasting, long-
time effort rather than satisfying 
a few people in the short-term,” 
Huff said.

“It’s the smartest way to do 
it.”

She should know. Huff is the 
wife of Brad Huff, the most recent 
past president of the Owyhee Cat-
tlemen’s Association. The ranchers 
have played a major role in draft-
ing the Owyhee Initiative, which 

is poised for 
another trek 
through Con-
gress soon.

Mary Huff 
has worked in 
the county of-
fices for about 
a year. She 
has worked 
primarily in 
the building 
department after it was split off 
from Planning and Zoning.

Rural sprawl — or residential 
growth outside city limits and 
away from centers of vital ser-
vices — is a major concern for 
Huff as she takes the helm of the 
department that oversees develop-
ment in the county.

“Sprawl drives costs up for the 
sheriff or ambulance or other ser-
vices to get out where people what 
the services,” Huff said.

She added that the sprawl cre-
ates a “spoke” out of the main-
stream.

At the moment, Huff is working 
alone in the Planning and Zoning 
office. The county has the job of 
assistant currently open, she said. 
Resumes can be sent to the county 
clerk’s office in Murphy.

“(The assistant job) has many 
of the same duties (as adminis-
trator),” Huff said. “There’s a lot 
of research and dealing with the 
public.”

Huff said any candidate for the 
assistant’s job has to be knowl-
edgeable in the county’s ordinanc-
es and comprehensive plan.

And, if the administrator’s out-
look on her own job is any indi-

cation, the assistant will have to 
conduct the job professionally and 
above reproach.

“I absolutely think of myself 
and try to always conduct myself a 
person of great integrity and hon-
esty, and that’s how I want this of-
fice to be known,” Huff said.

“If I give you my word I’m go-
ing to get something done, you 
can count on it. If you leave me a 
message I’ll call you back.”

She also said she plans to be 
very accessible for the public, 
making time to address anyone’s 
concerns about the planning and 
zoning application process.

Huff said she also has a great 
deal of respect for the all-volun-
teer county Planning and Zoning 
Commission as well as the county 
commissioners and other county 
officials.

“We have a group of people 
that is so knowledgeable and I’m 
honored to be able to work with 
them,” Huff said.

She said the commission hear-
ings will continue to maintain a 
daytime schedule. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for March 14.

The first order of business be-
ginning with the March 14 hear-
ing is alleviating the backlog of 
applications before the commis-
sion, Huff said.

The planning and zoning permit 
process stalled when Kelly retired 
at the end of December. Even so, 
Huff said that in most cases the 
county still is within the 125-day 
approval period for complete con-
ditional use permit applications 
mandated by state law.

Huff said the commissioners 

plan to clear their caseload by the 
end of April.

“Eight permits have been put 
off, and those are first and fore-
most on list to get heard,” she said 
of the immediate P&Z commis-
sion agenda.

The new administrator also said 
she will work toward streamlin-
ing the hearing process in hopes 
of shortening meetings.

All permit applicants will re-
ceive a packet with detailed re-
quirements so that they can sub-
mit all the pertinent information to 
commissioners before the hearing 
date. Huff said this will cut down 
on continuations and other post-
ponements.

“I try to do everything I can 
so that if there is any possible 
way that the planning and zoning 
commission is going to approve 
them that they have everything 
they need, every tool they need 
to answer every question they 
have to do what they need to do,” 
she said.

Huff also stresses education for 
anyone who plans to submit an ap-
plication to the commission. All 
commission meetings are open 
to the public.

“I always encourage them to 
come sit in one or two of them 
before they go through their own. 
We do hold it in a courtroom, and 
it is a pretty formal process here,” 
she said. 

“If the people go and hear the 
type of questions the commission-
ers ask and the type of things they 
would like to have addressed and 
clarified, it’s just a huge help for 
those people that have to come in 
and sit before them.”

The Planning and Zoning de-
partment’s phone number is (208) 
495-2095, or Huff can be contact-
ed at mhuff@co.owyhee.id.us.

— JPB

New P&Z chief  ready to help county’s progress

Mary Huff

Huff  moves over from building  
department to lead development side

Buy it, sell it, trade 
it, rent it in the 

Classifields!
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pioneer
Heating, Cooling 

and refrigeration

For all your heating and cooling needs, 
with Quality, Integrity and Experience

Darin Miller 573-4998
Commercial and Residential

Service and Installation
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Homedale Armory

Homedale, Idaho

Buy • Sell • Trade
Guns, Knives & Collectibles

2007 Davies and Amoureux

GUN SHOW

RAFFLE: RUGER 10-22 RIFLE
TICKETS: $1 EA. OR 3 FOR $2

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
DON DAVIES - 208-495-2044

JANE AMOUREUX 208-324-2487
SPONSORS OF THE SHOW ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR FIRE, THEFT, OR ACCIDENTAL INJURY.

ALL STATE & FEDERAL LAWS ARE TO BE OBSERVED

March 3rd and 4th 2007
HOURS:  SAT  9-5  -  SUN  9-3

Admission $4.00 for 12 & Over

The Homedale City Council 
held a public hearing Thursday 
on recommended planning and 
zoning ordinance changes inside 
a mostly empty meeting room and 
without the city’s P&Z coordinator 
in attendance.

Homedale’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission devised 
five alterations to city code, and 
P&Z coordinator Sylvia Bahem 
forwarded them to the council. 
However, Bahem, who is a part-
time employee of the city, didn’t 
attend the public hearing, which 
was held immediately after the 
city council’s regularly scheduled 
meeting.

There were only three people 
in attendance at Thursday’s public 
hearing, including businessman 
John McBean, who is in the 
process of moving Kitfox Aircraft 
LLC from Caldwell to the 
Homedale airport.

At the end of the meeting, 
councilman Dave Downum said he 

would take the changes suggested 
by the council back to the planning 
and zoning commission.

The items discussed included:
• Requiring that all new 

residential construction include 
an attached garage, effectively 
prohibiting carports.

• Requiring that the ground 
floor on two-story residential 
structures be no smaller than 
1,000 square feet.

• Changing the commercial/
industrial regulations to classify 
an aircraft hangar as one of 
the construction projects that 
won’t require a special permit. 
Currently, developers can’t build 
a hangar without applying for 
a permit on top of the general 
building permit.

• Adopting new language 
for all plats within the city that 
prohibits property owners from 
filing nuisance lawsuits against 
nearby agricultural or industrial 
operations that may emit noise or 

other inconveniences.
• Amending city ordinance 

to provide a variance from the 
7,000-square-foot lot requirement 
for residential development. The 
variance would apply to the lots 
in the old plat of town that are 50 
feet-by-125 feet (6,250 square 
feet).

Council members dissected 
the proposed changes, added their 
own ideas and conferred with 
city attorney Michael Duggan 
on how the changes could be 
implemented.

When  i t  c ame  t ime  t o 
discuss adding airplane hangars 
to the approved uses in the 
commercial/industrial zone, the 
council seemed unclear on what 
exactly the planning and zoning 
commissioners had in mind. 
Public works supervisor Larry 
Bauer was asked to call Bahem 
for clarification.

The council decided that the 
change should specify that hangar 
construction would be allowed 
without a special permit only 
at the airport because similar 
structures in other areas of town 
could be considered shops, thus 
creating a loophole in any new 

regulations.
The council suggested that 

the ground-floor square-footage 
requirement recommendation be 
amended to require minimums of 
1,000 square feet (with an attached 
garage) for single-level dwellings 
and 1,200 square feet with garage 
for two-story homes. 

Mayor Paul Fink said one 
reason for the alteration was the 
fact that the design of two-story 
1,400- to 1,700-square-foot homes 
planned by developer Ron Woods 
in his Pioneer Road subdivision 
would have less than 1,000 square 
feet on the ground floor.

No immediate action on these 
proposals is expected because 
the council asked Duggan to find 
out whether the changes must 
be made by new ordinances or 
simply through resolutions.

Duggan also reported during 
the hearing that the annexation 
of land in the city’s area of 
impact near U.S. Highway 95 and 
Pioneer Road has been delayed 
because it’s unclear what type 
of annexation the city must 
declare. 

Duggan said he would have to 
confer with Bahem on whether 

the annexation would qualify 
as a Category A or Category B 
annexation. 

The crux of the matter is 
whether or not the city has the 
affected property owners’ consent 
for the annexation. A Category 
A annexation can be declared if 
there was consent, and Duggan 
said that if residents already 
were receiving city services that 
it could be construed as implied 
consent.

The city’s attorney surmised 
that if the annexation were a 
Category A then a “minor” change 
would have to be made to the 
preamble of the ordinance. If it’s 
a Category B annexation, Duggan 
stated that the city may have to 
start the process over because the 
city didn’t comply with the public 
notice regulations.

He expected a resolution to the 
confusion by the council’s March 
14 meeting.

Duggan said affected property 
owners still can appeal the 
city’s original annexation ruling 
because the ordinance hasn’t been 
published yet.

— JPB

Sparse turnout for public hearing on P&Z changes
Homedale

Homedale council has to call P&Z 
coordinator for clarification  

of  commission’s recommendations

The parent company for US 
Ecology Idaho announced last 
week that it will begin shipping 
soil containing low levels of 
radioactive material to its Grand 
View disposal facility.

U S  E c o l o g y  I d a h o 
environmental affairs director 
Richard O’Hara said that the 
soil from a Washington, Pa., ore-
processing site contains traces of 
uranium and thorium.

“It’s  known as naturally 
occurring radioactive material, 
or NORM,” O’Hara said.

American Ecology Corp., the 
parent company of US Ecology 
Idaho, unveiled a deal with 
international minerals producer 
Molycorp Inc., to transport 
between 100,000 and 140,000 
tons of the contaminated soil from 
Pennsylvania to the Grand View 
dump site.

No financial details of the 
contract were released, and 
O’Hara said engineering reports 
estimate the project will take 18 
months to complete. Shipments 
should begin sometime in the first 
quarter of this year, the company 
said in a corporate press release.

“ T h e  M o l y c o r p  a w a r d 
highlights our proven ability to 
deliver cost-effective on-site 
support, rail transportation and 
disposal services on complex 
environmental  remediation 
projects,” American Ecology 
president and CEO Stephen 
Romano said in a release.

“We believe our investments 
in rail infrastructure, the superior 
geology of our Idaho site as well 
as our outstanding regulatory 
record and customer service 
makes us an excellent choice.”

A f t e r  e x c a v a t i o n  f r o m 
the Pennsylvania s i te ,  the 
contaminated soil will be shipped 
by train to US Ecology Idaho’s 
off-load point on Simco Road in 
Elmore County. 

From there, O’Hara said, the 
waste will be trucked to Grand 
View. Idaho highway 78 is one of 
the roads used in the route from 

Elmore County to Grand View.
“The truck is covered, and the 

truck then takes the direct route 
to our land disposal site,” O’Hara 
said. 

“This is the route we use for all 
the waste materials brought into 
the facility.”

O’Hara said US Ecology 
Idaho’s dump site already is 
taking similar contaminants from 
a large cleanup project at a New 
Jersey ore-processing plant owned 
by Honeywell.

— JPB

US Ecology soon will store 
soil from eastern U.S. site The Bureau of Land Manage-

ment’s Boise District office will 
hold two meetings in the Bruneau-
Grand View area  Thursday.

The “coffee shop” meetings 
will be open to the public and 
give BLM officials an oppor-
tunity to share information and 
discuss issues with permittees, the 
Owyhee County commissioners, 
recreation, environmental and 
off-highway vehicle groups; and 

other interested members of the 
public that use the public lands 
in the local area.

The public is invited to drop in 
at the first meeting anytime be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. at the 
Bruneau One Stop at 45251 State 
Road Highway 51 in Bruneau.

A second meeting is scheduled 
for 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Y-Bar, 140 Highway 78 in Grand 
View.

BLM to stage ‘coffee shop’ 
meetings in GV-Bruneau area
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  Information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
person(s) responsible for the 
killing of a California Bighorn 
Sheep near Leslie Gulch last 
month could be worth big bucks 
— $10,000 to be exact.

On Jan. 20 a male California 
Bighorn ram was found dead near 
Long Gulch, which is between 
Leslie Gulch and Three Fingers 
Rock, near the Idaho-Oregon state 
line. The animal’s head and horns 
were missing. 

Authorities say the strategy 
at this point is simple: Turn 
the tables by placing a sizeable 
bounty on the poacher.

“We’re looking for people to 
come forward that may have 
information and are interested 
in getting quite a bit of money,” 
Oregon State Police Trooper Bob 
Wilson said. “As far as I know, 
this is the largest reward that has 
been offered in Oregon.”

Wi l s o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h o s e 
with information can remain 
anonymous. Wilson said that the 
informant will be required to reveal 
their identity to investigators, but 
their identity can be protected 
from others. 

 “We’re relying heavily on 
members of the public to do the 
right thing,” Wilson said. 

Wi l s o n  s a y s  w o u l d - b e 
informants can contact the Turn 
In Poachers hotline at (800) 452-
7888 or can call him at the Oregon 
State Police Office in Ontario at 
(541) 889-6469. Wilson said that 
if the information is time-sensitive 
and would require immediate 
action to apprehend the violator, 
the Turn in Poachers hotline is the 
best number to call. 

According to Wilson, who is in 
charge of the investigation, various 
groups, including the Foundation 
for North American Wild Sheep, 
Oregon Hunter’s Association, 
Turn In Poachers Program and 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
are credited with raising the 
reward money.

Wilson says the $10,000 reward 
is unprecedented and shows just 
how upset folks are about the 
animal killed illegally for its horns 
north of Leslie Gulch.  He said his 
best hope for successfully closing 
this case is for someone with 
information to come forward.

Wilson is a seven-year veteran 
trooper, holds a bachelor ’s 
degree in wildlife resources from 
the University of Idaho, and 
specializes in fish and wildlife 
investigations for the OSP. He 
said physical evidence indicated 
the animal was killed by humans 
at the scene, then the head and 
horns taken. 

Wilson said that DNA evidence 
collected at the scene could be 
matched to the animal’s missing 
head if it is located, tying a 
suspect to the crime. 

Wilson said that the suspect 
could face misdemeanor charges 
of illegally taking the animal. 
Additionally, Wilson said that 
by Oregon law it would be a 
misdemeanor simply to possess 
the animal’s head. The violator 
could face up to a year in jail or 
a $5,000 fine. Tools such as four-
wheelers and firearms, used in 
committing the crime, also could 
be seized. 

The ram’s head could be 
worth several thousand dollars if 
mounted and sold, Wilson said. 

The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife lists the Leslie 
Gulch herd as the third-oldest 
herd of California bighorn sheep 
in Oregon. The species was 
reintroduced to the area in 1965 
with the relocation of 17 sheep 
from Hart Mountain. 

According to the ODFW 
studies, the herd grew to nearly 
350 in the early 1990s. Today, 
the population is estimated to 
be approximately 125. The 
herd’s dwindling numbers has 
been attributed to contaminated 
natural drinking water sources 
and mountain lion predation.

—JWB

Info about Leslie Gulch poacher worth $10,000   

  A hunters education course 
series will be held at the Mountain 
View Church of the Nazarene 
beginning March 13. 

The church is located at 26615 
Ustick Road.

The series of classes will be 
offered to youth hunters ages 10 
and older. Parents are encouraged 
to attend with their children. 

The course costs $8. Classes 
will be held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
on March 13, March 15, March 20 
and March 22.

Another class in the series is 

scheduled from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on March 17.

The final class begins at 9 a.m. 
March 24 and will run until the 
course is completed. This day’s 
class will be held at the Homedale 
Rod and Gun Club Range on U.S. 
Highway 95. 

According to Idaho law, hunters 
born on or after Jan. 1, 1975 are 
required to complete a hunter 
education course. 

For more information, call 
instructor Walt Rost at 337-3535 
or 989-3152.

Homedale hunters ed 
course begins March 13  

Poacher wanted: $10,000 reward
Various groups throughout Oregon have banded together to offer a $10,000 reward for information 

leading to the arrest and conviction of the person(s) responsible for illegally killing a California Bighorn 
ram last month in the Long Gulch area near Leslie Gulch along the Idaho-Oregon state line. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the Turn In Poachers hotline at (800) 452-7888 or contact the Oregon State 
Police in Ontario at (541) 889-6469. Poster image courtesy of Oregon State Police.

Irrigation 
boards to 
meet Tuesday

The boards of directors of 
local irrigation districts will meet 
Tuesday at the South Board of 
Control office in Homedale for 
monthly meetings.

The South Board office is 
located at 118 S. 1st St.

The Ridgeview Irrigation 
District board meets at 7 p.m.

The Gem Irrigation District 
meets at 7:15 p.m.

The South Board of Control 
meets at 7:30 p.m.

  A one-vehicle accident near 
Jordan Valley just after midnight 
Monday claimed the life of a 
5-year-old girl, according to 
officials at the Malheur County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Authorities wouldn’t release 
the names of any of the persons 
involved in an early-morning 
fatal crash near milepost 26, 
approximately six miles south of 
Jordan Valley on U.S. Highway 
95.  

Sgt. Bob Speelman from the 
Malheur County Sheriff’s Office 

said that preliminary reports 
indicate icy roads may have been 
a factor. 

“Icy roads, conditions — I 
believe that played a factor,” 
Speelman said. 

Speelman said there were seven 
occupants traveling in a pickup 
truck when it left the roadway and 
rolled several times. 

Six of the seven occupants were 
ejected from the vehicle. 

The driver, the only occupant 
wearing a seatbelt, was not 
ejected. The 5-year-old girl died 
at the scene. 

Speelman said the case has 
been released to the Oregon State 
Police for further investigation. 

— JWB

U.S. 95 crash near Jordan 
Valley kills 5-year-old

Look for the Avalanche every Wednesday morning
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  Jason Walter Potts, of Jordan Valley, 
will serve the next 48 months in prison after 
a plea agreement made with the Malheur 
County District Attorney’s office. 

In November, Potts, 27, was indicted 
on felony charges, including first-degree 
sexual abuse, burglary, sexual harassment 
and criminal trespassing charges. 

Last month, Potts plead guilty to sexual 
abuse in the third degree and burglary. 

“He plead guilty to burglary in the first-
degree and sexual abuse in the third-degree 
and stipulated to 48 months in prison,” 
Malheur County District Attorney Dan 
Norris said. 

Norris said that Potts will be subject to 
“post-prison supervision” after his release, 
which is similar to parole in Idaho.

“ P o s t - p r i s o n 
supervision means 
that they put them 
( o f f e n d e r s )  o n 
conditions that they 
will be expected to meet 
while he transitions 
from prison,” Norris 
said. “In this case, 
he (Potts) will be 
required to register as 
a sex offender. That 
would be one of the conditions of this 
post-prison supervision, to report and do 
the (sex offender) notification.”

Norris said if convicted at trial of the 
original first-degree sexual abuse charge, 
Potts would have faced a minimum 

mandatory sentence of 75 months in 
prison, as stipulated by Oregon sentencing 
guidelines. Norris said Oregon law defines 
first-degree sexual abuse as “sexual contact 
with a victim under 14 years of age.”

Norris said that the exact conditions 
of Potts’ release won’t be known until he 
undergoes extensive evaluations. 

“They (conditions) vary depending on 
the individual because they are tailor-made 
to each offender as they are getting out 
(of prison), as in terms of what risks to 
community safety they (offenders) pose 
and what other issues they face,” Norris 
said. 

Norris did not comment on the exact 
nature of the case against Potts, citing the 
sensitive nature of the case, and the DA’s 

desire to protect the victim’s privacy. 
But in November, Norris did make 

general statements about the case.
 “The allegations are that he sexually 

abused the victim after illegally entering a 
residence,” Norris said. 

Potts was arrested on Iowa Avenue 
in Jordan Valley last fall after Malheur 
County Sheriff’s deputies stopped he and 
his brother, Edward Potts, also of Jordan 
Valley. Edward Potts was arrested at 
that time on an unrelated misdemeanor 
warrant.

After his arrest Jason Potts was held 
in the Malheur County Jail on a $90,000 
bond. 

— JWB

JV man to serve 4 years in prison for sexual abuse

Jason W. Potts

Counselors ready to show students the big picture

The Homedale School District 
has been awarded a Career 
Guidance Program grant. The 
grant will bring the district $8,800 
to implement a district-wide 
career guidance program.  

According to Homedale Schools 
superintendent Tim Rosandick, 
the grant was awarded by the 
Idaho Division of Professional-
Technical Education. 

“Career guidance, among other 
things, is intended to help students 
explore their own talents, interests 
and aspirations and learn what 
kind of education and jobs they 
should pursue to support their 
career goals,” Rosandick wrote 
in a press release to The Owyhee 
Avalanche. 

The comprehensive career 
guidance program in Homedale 
is in response to the Homedale 
School Board of Trustee’s 
goal of increasing graduation 
rates. The theory is students 
who  have  d i scovered  the 
relationship between education 
and the attainment of their career 
goals are more likely to see the 
relevance of their education and 
be motivated to continue toward 
graduation. 

The grant was written and 
submitted by the Homedale 
School District counseling staff, 
including Kelly DeWitt at the high 
school, Brent Meiser at the middle 
school and Randee Garrett at the 
elementary school. 

Meiser hopes the program will 
encourage students to look past 
the pages of their textbooks and 
see the impact their studies may 
have later on in life. The grant will 
assist in this goal by providing 
funding for a computer program 
called Career Information Systems 
(CIS), which the school already 
uses. 

“It exposes kids to careers and 
kind of gets them thinking about 
long-term, after high school,” 
Meiser said of the program. “It’s 
a program we purchase. Basically, 
what it has been is focusing on the 
eighth-graders.” 

Meiser said that with additional 
funding, the program may be 
expanded to include sixth- and 
seventh-graders, as well. 

H o m e d a l e  E l e m e n t a r y 
counselor Randee Garrett said 
a goal at the elementary level is 
to identify a student’s academic 
strengths early on. 

“What we’re going to focus 
on here at the elementary school 
is introducing kids to multiple 
intelligences: The fact that there 
are lots of ways to be smart, other 
than just book-smart,” Garrett 
said.

She said the grant will assist her 
in that endeavor.

“I will be helping kids to find 
out what their strengths are, so 
that by the time they begin doing 
career exploration at the middle 
school and high school, they’ll 
know what they are good at and 
what they are interested in,” 
Garrett said. 

Garrett said the program may 
assist students in areas other than 
strictly academics, such as in art 
or music. 

“We really focus a lot on reading 
and math. But if kids aren’t 
super-successful in those areas, it 
could be that they discover a real 
strength in what we would call an 
‘artistic intelligence’ or a musical 
intelligence,” Garrett said. “Or, 
maybe even a social intelligence 
… maybe someday they will be in 
a very social type of career where 
that will be a strength.”

Garrett said the elementary 
school hopes to use the grant 
money to purchase a software 
add-on that will make the program 
more applicable for the younger 
students, down to fourth grade, 
and a puppet presentation that 
will reach students as young as 
kindergarten age. 

DeWitt said the program also 
targets high school students, 
but with graduation, secondary 
education or the working world 
on the near horizon for high 
schoolers, the program further 
identifies students’ strengths and 

matches them to career goals. 
“The benefit (at the high school 

level) is to help the kids make 
better-educated choices for post-
secondary planning,” DeWitt 
said. “Whether that is the military, 
vocational school, four-year 
college or work.”

DeWitt said that at the high 
school, she noticed a gap in the 
lack of career-based curriculum 
for Homedale students. 

“My thoughts were that the 
Homedale School District really 
didn’t have a formalized career-
based curriculum in place,” she 
said. 

DeWitt said that before the 
program, she didn’t have a good 
answer for parents who asked how 
she — as  a school counselor — is 
working to help students focus on 
career goals. 

“The idea was to get something 
down in writing, and approved by 
the (school) Board, and all of the 
staff on board.”

DeWitt said that one of the goals 

is to have all school staff involved 
in students’ career education, and 
not just counselors. As an example, 
DeWitt said that students recently 
were tasked with a “scavenger 
hunt” on the CIS computer to 

become more familiar with the 
program. Freshman students 
were also tasked with a “career 
inventory” to explore possible 
career directions. 

— JWB

Educators earn grant to exhibit value 
of  K-12 education in career path

Looking beyond Homedale High School
Homedale High School counselor Kelly DeWitt discusses the many post-graduation options with senior 

Cory Uria. Homedale Schools recently received a grant, which is designed to help students approach their 
studies with eyes on the future.

Classified deadline
Monday noon the

week of publication

337-4681

Legal notice deadline
Friday noon the week prior to publication
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Five Homedale Boy Scouts re-
cently were awarded with Eagle 
ranks at a ceremony at the LDS 
church.

Former Crew 509 advisor No-
lan Taggart reported last week that 
Tyler Christoffersen, Sam Ens-
ley, Wade Hyer, Tyler Leslie and 
Heath Phelps all became Eagle 
Scouts during the celebration.

All five are 2006 graduates of 
Homedale High School, and the 
quintet had to finish individual 
community service projects to 
become part of the 2 percent of 
scouts who achieve the rank of 
Eagle.

The five 18-year-olds began 
scouting at age 12 and were re-
quired to complete 21 merit badg-
es and their Eagle project before 
their 18th birthday to achieve the 
ultimate rank in scouting.

“The scouting experience re-
quires the boys to acquire skills in 
camping, cooking, first aid, fam-
ily relations, nature and wildlife 

and,  above 
all, service to 
others,” Tag-
gart wrote in 
a press re-
lease.

The cere-
mony was the 
last for Tag-
gart as crew 
advisor. Greg 
Leslie, the fa-
ther of Tyler, 
has succeeded him in the posi-
tion.

The scouts’ Eagle projects in-
cluded:

Tyler Christoffersen — He 
built six portable and three sta-
tionary benches for students to 
use at Homedale Middle School. 
Some of the stained-wood bench-
es are located in the school’s hall-
way.

Christoffersen is the son of 
Gheen and Devra Christoffersen 
and he currently is a student at 

BYU-Idaho 
in Rexburg.

Sam En-
sley — En-
s l e y  b u i l t 
and painted 
eight athletic 
benches that 
w e r e  u s e d 
dur ing  the 
2006 Home-
d a l e  H i g h 
School foot-
ball season 
a t  Deward 
Bell  Stadi-
um. Four of 
t h e  w o o d -
en benches 
are painted 
whi te ,  and 
four are red.

A student 
at the College 
of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls, 
Ensley is the son of Kevin and 
Ruth Ann Ensley.

W a d e 
Hyer — Hyer 
put the fin-
ishing touch-
es on signs 
made for the 
H o m e d a l e 
School Dis-
trict’s Out-
door Class-
room. Hyer 
attached the 
signs to angle-iron brackets and 
permanently installed them in the 
ground with concrete. The out-
door classroom is located near 
Succor Creek and Homedale Mid-
dle School.

Hyer is the son of George and 
Dolly Hyer and his enrolled at 
Treasure Valley Community Col-
lege in Ontario, Ore.

Tyler Leslie — Leslie’s Eagle 
Project truly was a true commu-
nity service endeavor. He made 
12 emergency kits filled with per-
sonal supplies and presented them 

to the Home-
dale Fire De-
partment to 
distribute to 
families and 
individuals 
when  they 
are displaced 
f rom the i r 
homes  be -
cause of fire 
or other natu-
ral disasters. 

The son of Greg and Meri Les-
lie, Tyler has been working as 
a masonry contractor since his 
graduation from Homedale in 
May.

Heath Phelps — Phelps’ proj-
ect also helped the Homedale 
School District’s Outdoor Class-
room. He made three goose nest-
ing boxes that were installed on 
the classroom site.

Phelps is the son of Randy and 
Lynn Phelps, and he is a freshman 
at BYU-Idaho.

New Homedale Eagle Scouts honored

Tyler  
Christoffersen

Sam Ensley

Wade Hyer

Tyler Leslie Heath Phelps

Homedale High School art in-
structor Katy Belanger was rec-
ognized this month for her out-
standing teaching efforts with 
the Homedale School District’s 
Award of Excellence. 

Belanger received the award at 
the school board’s monthly meet-
ing Feb. 12.

While others speak volumes of 
Belanger’s work ethic and com-
mitment to the students and  com-
munity, Belanger is quick to divert 
the limelight to her fellow teach-
ers and the administration.

“I don’t do nearly as much as 
half these other teachers. Every-
body works really hard here and 
stays late after school,” she said.

“(Homedale High School prin-
cipal Mike Williams) is very sup-
portive,” Belanger said. “About 
seven years ago, they built this 
wonderful facility for me, and 
it’s probably the nicest (art) fa-
cility in the state, as far as high 
schools go.” 

Belanger agreed that develop-
ing a strong art program in the 
school system takes years and that 
her familiarity with students over 
the years helps to foster the pro-
gram. She gives part of the credit 
to having art classes in Homedale 
Middle School.

“I suppose it takes a while. The 
kids start to know you, and then 
their brothers and sisters take your 
class,” Belanger said. “We final-
ly, in just the last couple years, 
have an art program at the mid-
dle school.”

“It does take time. The kids get 
better, the more classes they take,” 
Belanger said. 

Belanger, who is currently 
working on her master’s degree, 
said that teaching large classes 
is often a challenge, and that her 
work in the classroom never stops 
because of her hands-on approach 
to teaching. 

“ I  h a v e 
large classes 
— 26 in one 
class and 27 
in another,” 
Belanger said. 
“Just trying to 
get to every-
body, so you 
can help them. 
You can’t sit 
at your desk 
and teach art. You have to be up 
out of your seat walking around. 
There is no ‘desk time.’ ”

Belanger’s peers are quick to 
recognize her work efforts. 

“I have taught in the room next 
to Katy Belanger for 13 years,” 
Homedale teacher Mike Gree-
ley said. “These are some of the 
things I know to be true — Katy 
is the ultimate professional edu-
cator. She is a strong disciplinar-
ian. She is compassionate toward 
her students and cares about their 
well-being. She stretches their 
imagination and art skill to the 
highest levels possible.”

Greeley said that Belanger bal-
ances focused study with a friend-
ly atmosphere, to create an ideal 
learning environment for her stu-
dents. 

“When you walk into Katy’s 
class, you see a classroom full 
of students on task, but comfort-
able at the same time,” Gree-
ley said. “The students are en-
gaged in learning, while Mrs. 
Belanger walks around putting 
wayward students back on task 
with ease.” 

According to Greeley, Belanger 
is able to quietly do her job with 
little fanfare. 

“Katy has been an unrecog-
nized gem of the high school staff 
since she started here,” Greeley 
said. “She pulls her weight qui-
etly and efficiently. Homedale is 
very lucky to have a teacher of 

this caliber on staff.”
Belanger’s efforts to shape not 

only her students, but also the 
community of Homedale, extend 
beyond the classroom. For ex-
ample, she recently coordinated 
the student art show at the Inter-
national Smorgasbord. 

“Mrs. Belanger has worked for 
the Homedale School District for 
13 years,” Williams said. “I’ve 
had the pleasure to work with and 

observe Mrs. Belanger for the past 
10 years. During this time, Mrs. 
Belanger was always very profes-
sional and willing to do the extra 
‘little things’ that build a success-
ful program.

“Her duties have extended be-
yond the classroom, assisting stu-
dents with dance decoration, work-
ing as a class advisor, yearbook ad-
visor and her yearly commitment 
to the Smorgasbord Art Show.”

Belanger said one of the re-
wards of teaching art at Homedale 
is the repeat students she has over 
the years.

“It’s rewarding in that they keep 
coming back,” Belanger said. “I 
might have 10 kids. Two hours out 
of the day as seniors, that really, 
really love the subject, they paint 
on their own, at home and plan on 
going into art,” Belanger said. 

— JWB

Homedale art teacher helps cultivate talent

No ‘desk time’ for Belanger
Homedale High School art teacher Katy Belanger (center) gives hands-on instruction to a group of  

art students. “You can’t sit at a desk and teach art,” Belanger said. “You have to be up out of your seat 
walking around. There is no ‘desk time.’”

Katy Belanger
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Quaker Life &
Captain Crunch Cereal
15-16 oz. While Supplies Last

Gatorade
64 oz.
 

Western Family
Mayonnaise & Salad
Dresssing 32 oz.

Darigold
Half-n-Half
Quart

Boneless Beef

Top Sirloin Steak

12pk 12oz Cans

Western Family Bone-In

Ham Steak
Western Family 16 oz.

Jumbo Franks
Western Family 2.5 lb.

Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast

Western Family 8 oz.

Shredded Cheese
Sun Land 3 lb.

Corn Dogs

Beef Stew Meat

2 Liter Bottle
Pepsi Products

Farm Land - Whole

Boneless Hams

7 oz.
Banquet Pot Pies

Asst’d 8-11 oz.
Budget Gourmet Entrees

24pk 12oz Cans
Natural Light or Ice Beer

32 oz. Frozen 18pk 12oz Cans or Bottles

��������������������������������������������������������������������������

Kellogg’s Cereals
Asst’d Varieties
15-20 oz.

Zee Napkins
Family Pack
360 ct.

Western Family
Ice Cream
5 Quart 

$129
ea.

Campbell’s 
Chunky Soups
18.6-18.8 oz.

Western Family
Oatmeal Cookies
18 oz.

Cup Noodles
2.25 oz.

$999
ea.

8.25-11 oz.

Lay’s
Potato Chips
13.25-13.75 oz.

Western Family
Instant Flavored Rice
6.2-6.9 oz.

Soft n Gentle
White Bath Tissue
12 Roll

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Roast

Western Family
Ultra Bleach
96 oz.

Ocean Spray Cranberry
& Grapefruit Juice
64 oz.

Banquet

Frozen Dinners

Salad Mix

Western Family

French Fries-Tater 
Bars & Tots

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Steak

3for99¢
Western Family
Potato Chips
11 oz.

����������������

10 lb. 

Potatoes

Apples

Oranges
5 lb.

Red Potatoes

Yellow Onions

Coors Beer

Western Family
Soft Tub Margarine
16 oz.

Western Family Cat Food
Ocean Fish Flavor
14 lb.

Avocados

ea.
$299

Pepsi
Products

Whole 
Milk 
$2.69

2 $3for

Western Family Milk
2%, 1%, Skim
Gallon

Purina
Dog Chow
22 lb.

ea.89¢

for
$113

$329
ea.

ea.
$249

2 $4for

ea.
$899

Head

Letuce

Roma Tomatoes

$199
lb.

ea.99¢

Western Family
Seasoning & Gravy
Mix Foil Pouches ea.

$179

ea.
$6992 $7for

$399
ea.

ea.
$599

lb.79¢

Large Slicing

Tomatoes

lb.49¢

ea.59¢

lb.59¢

2 $3for

2 $3for

2 $6for

ea.79¢

ea.
$169

$269
lb.

$119
ea.

$199
ea.

$199
ea. 

ea.

$129
for
$55

ea.
$159

Western Family
Sandwich Creme Cookies
Asst’d 32 oz.

2 $5for

ea.
$169

2 $3for

10 $3for

ea.89¢

ea.
$249

ea.
$199

89¢
ea.

89¢
lb.99¢

ea.

lb.

$219

lb.

$239

lb.

$169

lb.

$399

ea.

$1299

�����������������

99¢
lb.

Go Huskies!
Good Luck 

Marsing Boys 
Basketball 

Team @ State


